
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
August 28, 2022 

TODAY 

9:00 a.m. FIRST WORSHIP SERVICE in the Sanctuary  
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer, & a Bible lesson —especially friendly for 
families with young children. Everyone is welcome! 

10:00 a.m. SUMMER WORSHIP, HYBRID STYLE (in-person and livestream)  
All summer we explore the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition! Our 
in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. The whole church 
gathers to enjoy God together through hymns and songs, prayers and praise, 
scripture lessons and a sermon. This worship service is being livestreamed to the 
internet, you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

FOR OUR 10:00 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION 
The link will open around 9:45 a.m. This Sunday, August 28, is the Twelfth Sunday 
after Pentecost. The Liturgical color is green. Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you 
can join in the liturgy at home. You can find this week’s materials on the website:  
www.firstpreshc.org  

TODAY IS ICE CREAM SUNDAY!  
Come join us after the 10:00 a.m. service for our annual Ice Cream Sunday!  
We will be enjoying ice cream sandwiches and popsicles under the shade tree.  
If it rains, we will set up in Branch Hall. We are celebrating the end of a wonderful 
summer as our teachers and students prepare to start a new school year! 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 10:00 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages 4-7 
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and return 
the bags to the ushers at the end of the service. 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by the Joan and Family in loving 
memory of David who went to the Church Triumphant on August 29, 2012; and by 
Sara with Happy Birthday wishes to her sister Margot (today), husband Jim and 
Mom Janice. 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY:   
Worship Assistants:  The T Family (9:00) 
Liturgist:  Mike (10:00) 
Song Leaders:  Nan, Mary, Melissa, Sara (10:00) 
Ushers & Greeters:  Agnes (9:00); Chrissy (10:00) 
Tech Crew:  Eric, Laura, Barry, Francois  

ZENTANGLE® ARTIST:  Thanks to Debbie for the Zentangle® art in this week’s 
worship bulletin.  

 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 28, 2022 
Please pray for:  Mansa, Dave, Dylan, Mike, Bob, Doris, Harriet, Maria, Martin, Pat, 
Dename and Family, Dan, Megan, Shirley, Scot and his father and mother. 
And also for:  everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood and 
Vantage House; the people of Ukraine. 
Non-Resident Members:  Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb  
Friends & Family:  Bonnie, Chuck and family, Al, Heather, Jane, Aaron, Sarah, Eyler,  
Matt, Bill, Mitzi, Adam, Marcella. 
Care Center:  Margaret, Carol, Paul, Barbara, Bob, Beth 
Bereaved:  Shirley; Joe and Marla and family, Melanie, Matt and Laura. 
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball;  
Leslie Vogel in Guatemala, www.PCUSA.org/leslie-vogel 

Please contact one of the Pastors:  Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,  
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 

Friends & Family names are listed for 8 weeks. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
Fiacre (d. 670) This Irish hermit accepted an invitation to build a hermitage in 
France, where he drew hundreds by his presence to learn about God. Seeing their 
homeless plight Fiacre chopped down trees to build a hospice, and planted a 
garden to provide food and medicinal herbs. Through his simple example, the 
whole district accepted Christianity. Fiacre is the patron saint of gardeners, and his 
statue is in many gardens. His saint day is celebrated on September 1. 

We also remember:  August 28, 1963 is the date of The March on Washington is 
remembered by most people for the famous address I Have a Dream, given by The 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. More than 200,000 people, both black and white, 
gathered on the mall around the Lincoln Memorial for a peaceful demonstration 
to promote civil rights and economic opportunity for African-Americans. We 
remember not only the leaders of the March, but all the people who came and 
walked, sang and listened together.  

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, 
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Cape Verde, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal.  
Pray for:  

 Those people in these societies who continue to live in abject poverty 

 Faith communities witnessing and working together for the common 
good. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  https://www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2022 
We pray for the mission of our congregation. 

Boca Costa Presbytery Mission Partnership:  Iglesia Nueva Jerusalem (New 
Jerusalem Church) and Iglesia Las Palmas (Church of the Palms) two small, rural 
congregations. 

Howard County Public Schools:  77 schools (42 elementary schools, 20 middle 
schools, 12 high schools, and 3 education centers), 57,325 students and 4,774 
classroom teachers and a total staff of 8,561. School begins on August 29! 

 

 

http://www.pcusa.org/jeff-and-christi-boyd
http://www.pcusa.org/jeff-and-christi-boyd
http://www.pcusa.org/jed-koball
http://www.pcusa.org/leslie-vogel
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
Let’s get ready for school to start by blessing backpacks! During worship TODAY 
Sunday, August 28 we will bless backpacks, briefcases, lunch boxes – any type of 
bag. There’s no need to bring your actual bag. This year we are giving out nice vinyl 
stickers instead of tags. The stickers can go on a binder, water bottle, computer, 
etc. If you can’t make it to church let us know and we’ll mail you a sticker. 
Questions? Contact Virginia Callegary – churchoffice@firstpreshc.org.  

BACK TO SCHOOL PRAYERS 
Stop by the Back to School Prayer Station in the Upper Commons 
to share a prayer for the new school year. Use the index cards to 
write a prayer of concern or a joy, a prayer for strength, wisdom, 
courage, or patience. Let students, teachers, and parents know 
you are thinking about them as they kick off a new school year. 

CHILDREN’S WATER DAY (for preschool and elementary-aged children) 
TODAY Sunday, August 28 at 11:15 a.m. 
It’s hot outside so let’s have some fun with water!  
Meet outside under the trees on the front lawn.  
Wear clothes that can get wet and bring a towel. 
For safety reasons children must be accompanied by an adult. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for children, youth and adults is taking a break for the summer 

and will resume on Sunday, September 11.  

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS  
We kick off a new year of engaging Adult Sunday School classes on Sunday, 
September 11, at 9:30 a.m. Grab a cup of coffee at the Wake-Up Station in the 
hallway outside the church office and join a class. All are welcome! 

THE BIBLE IN DEPTH facilitated by Doyle  
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. in the Parlor  
This lively conversational study is reading through the literature of the Old 
Testament. All are invited to jump right in! 

WHY NOT THE GOSPEL OF MARY? OR THE GOSPEL OF JUDAS?  
taught by Bill  
Sundays, September 11, 18, 25 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 258 
As requested in our Christian Education survey last year we are going to take a 
quick look at why the New Testament includes what it includes and why it does 
not include the numerous Gnostic tests recently found via archeology over the last 
century. 

Week 1) The Emperor holds a convention. 
What do the deliberations of the council of Nicaea and the resulting Nicene 
Creed tell us about the various theological issues facing the early church? 

Week 2) Who or what is this Q? And why are they writing the Gospel of 
Thomas? A look at the theories of contemporary biblical scholars about the 
authorship of the Gospels. 

Week 3) The Secret Gospels of the Gnostics. 
A look at the Gnostic forms of Christianity and the unorthodox Gospels 
attributed to them. 

 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org


WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS 

PANSIES FOR AKWAABA 2022 – TODAY IS LAST DAY TO ORDER PANSIES! 
Akwaaba Sunday is September 11, 2022 
Help us decorate the sanctuary with colorful pansies! 
$4.00 each for a 4 inch pot.  
Go to SignupGenius to place your order  
(https://firstpreshc.org/akwaaba-pansies/) 
Please indicate if you will pick up your plants or 
leave them to be planted in the church gardens. 
Contact: churchoffice@firstpreshc.org if you have questions. 

COMMUNION 
We will share the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper next Sunday, September 4, 2022 
at both the 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. worship services. 

A WORD ABOUT SHARING COMMUNION AT HOME 
Those worshipping at home are welcome to join those in the Sanctuary in sharing 
Communion. You will need to prepare a few things before worship begins:  wine 
or grape juice, and bread. The bread can be any kind, gluten free or with gluten. 
You will want a napkin or a plate for the bread, and something to hold the wine or 
juice – a wine glass, a juice glass, even a coffee mug would be fine. Please use bread 
and wine/juice. It is our custom to eat the bread when it is served and hold the cup 
so that all may partake together. 

Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us 

FALL WORSHIP 
Begins on Sunday, September 11, 2022 - Akwaaba 
 8:30 a.m.  Worship Service - In-person only 
 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Worship - In-person & Livestream  
 from the Sanctuary 
Go to www.firstpreshc.org and click on links 

DISCIPLESHIP AND CARING MINISTRIES NEWS 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN 
Our final outside gathering will be on Sunday, September 4. Join us on the front 
lawn after the 10:00 service for cool drinks and goodies. If it rains, we will set up 
in Branch Hall.   

AKWAABA 
On Sunday, September 11, we will celebrate Akwaaba as we welcome everyone 
back for the new church year! Come join us in Lyle Buck Hall following both the 
8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services for coffee and goodies. Spend time with your 
fellow church members, both familiar and new, for conversation and 
congregation! All are Welcome!! 

MINISTRY FAIR 
This year we will be presenting the Ministry Fair during the last 3 Sundays in 
September following the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services. Each Sunday, you will 
have an opportunity to learn more about a different ministry group –  on 
September 11th – WAM and Mission; September 18th – Christian Education, 
Deacons, Presbyterian Women; September 25th – Strengthening the Church and 
Discipleship and Caring Ministries. They will be sharing information about their 
projects and various church activities. You will also have the opportunity to see 
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how you might volunteer and help support our church family! So come, grab a cup 
of coffee and see if something sparks your interest! 

MISSION NEWS 

DONATIONS NEEDED! 
Mission Ministry Area is collecting new and gently used coats (children and adults), 
blankets, comforters, winter boots, hats, gloves, mittens, diapers, baby formula, 
feminine hygiene products, kids books, school supplies and Halloween costumes 
to distribute to families served by the Luminus Network for new Americans. Thank 
you for helping our immigrant neighbors! 
Contactless Drop off:  Saturday, September 10 from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the 
church’s parking lot. Or drop off anytime before Friday, September 23 in the 
marked bins by the church’s lower back door (near the kitchen). 

2022 GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP CAMPAIGN 
With what seems like the entire world going back to school, it is appropriate that 
we are kicking off the 2022 Guatemala Scholarship Campaign supporting the 
children in our partner presbytery in the Boca Costa region of Guatemala. Without 
this program many students would not have the financial resources to continue 
their education beyond the 6th grade. Last year your generosity enabled 82 bright 
young minds to continue to learn and achieve. This year each student requires 
$485 to cover all costs associated with school including tuition, school supplies, 
transportation, and uniforms. Please help us continue this life changing work for 
Mayan students in Guatemala. Contributions of any size are welcome.  
If you would like further information about the program, please contact  
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

BIRDIES FOR BRIDGES - Bridges to Housing Stability Golf Tournament 
Friday, September 23, 2022 
The Timbers at Troy, 6100 Marshalee Drive, Elkridge, MD 21075 
7:30 a.m. Check in; 8:30 a.m. Shotgun Start; 2:30 p.m. 19th Hole Cookout/Awards 
Go to www.birdease.com/bridges2hs to reserve your foursome and become a 
sponsor! For more info, contact Nancy Fenton, 410-312-5760 ext 106, 
nancy@bridges2hs.org 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
Bridges to Housing Stability is having a Golf Tournament:  Birdies for 
Bridges on Friday, September 23 at Timbers of Troy in Elkridge. Can you help out 
for a couple of hours between 6:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. - check–ins, set-ups, 
hospitality throughout the tournament? Use this link to go to SignUpGenius – 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C44AAAE29A6FD0-thesheehy – and if 
you have questions, please speak with Pastor Sue, who is coordinating volunteers. 
Volunteering for this event is a great way to serve our neighbors in need of 
affordable housing. Put your time where your heart is! 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Tuesday, August 30, 2022 – Session Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in person 
Monday, September 5, 2022 – CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED for Labor Day.  
This is a holiday for the Church Staff, and they will not be working, the office and 
building will be closed. Enjoy your holiday as safely as you can! 
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DEACONS NEWS 

JUST ONE CAN … PLUS! - August:  Paper the Town 
This month the Deacons are campaigning for paper products. Food stamps do not 
cover paper products so struggling families must spend their dwindling cash for 
such things. Recommended items are:  paper towels, toilet paper, gallon size Ziploc 
bags, aluminum foil, plastic wrap, any household paper products. 
Please leave your regular contribution - plus “Paper the Town” items - in the “Just 
One Can” cart next to the Welcome Center in the Upper Commons or in the storage 
box by the back entrance (near the mailbox). 
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES 

BRICK ORDERS! Has ordering a brick to be placed in the front pathway been on 
your to-do list? Now’s your chance, place an order by October 1, 2022. Order forms 
and information can be found at the Welcome Desk. Questions? Contact 
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about 
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we can 
continue to give, http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/ In-person worshippers may 
leave their offering in the basket in the Upper Commons after the worship service. 
Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!  

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK 
Actual Income as of August 23, 2022  $556,942.91 
Actual Expenses as of August 23, 2022  578,116.14 
Total  ($21,173.23) 

It takes an average of $2,198.00 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission of 
the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is (10) days ahead/(behind). 

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH 

EFFECTIVE July 5, 2022, the Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Howard 
County adopted the Center for Disease Control’s guidelines for indoor mask use. 
The guidance is tethered to the current COVID-19 Community Level for Howard 
County and will change as conditions around us change. 

The current Covid-19 Community Level for Howard County can be found in the 
Friday email and on the church’s website. Please refer to one of those places for 
the CDC guidance for face coverings in the church building and county. 

You can find the full CDC guidance for masks and face coverings on their website, 
here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-
face-coverings.html 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule - Summer 

9:00 a.m. First Worship in the Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship – Hybrid Worship 

Through Sunday, September 4, 2022 

Nursery Care for ages 4 and under available 8:45–11:15 a.m. 

FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live  
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc 

LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org 

CHURCH MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO CHURCH OFFICE 
MONDAY – FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, 10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.  

OR YOU CAN SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 
(THE OUTSIDE DOORS WILL BE LOCKED, PLEASE CALL UPON ARRIVAL FOR ENTRY.) 

CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN THE BULLETIN. 

Sunday, August 28th 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 9:00 a.m. First Worship Service 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship Service – Hybrid | Godly Play 
 11:00 a.m. Ice Cream Sunday!  
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 

Monday, August 29th 

 7:00 p.m. Playback Theater 

Tuesday, August 30th 

 1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Session Meeting (in-person) 

Wednesday, August 31st 

BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 

Thursday, September 1st 

Friday, September 2nd 

FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT 
 1:00 p.m. Fold Bulletins 

Saturday, September 3rd 

FIRST PRES PRIDE DAY – WEAR YOUR T-SHIRT 

Sunday, September 4th 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
COMMUNION 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE – LAST WEEK! 
GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP CAMPAIGN 

 9:00 a.m. First Worship Service 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship Service – Hybrid | Godly Play 
 11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn  
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Church Office and Building are now open. The Church Office is open from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. The outside doors are locked during this time, please call the church office,  
410-730-3545, when you arrive. Please contact the Church Administrator, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org if you 
need access to the church building at other times. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the weekly issues of Tidings by Ministry Area. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

To submit articles for Tidings, the church’s newsletter sent out weekly by Ministry Area, please send articles 
by email to:  churchoffice@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, September 15, 2022 for October 2022 Issues.  
Then watch your inbox every week! 
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