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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 25, 2022 

10:30 a.m. In-person and Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

How should we like it were stars to burn 
With a passion for us we could not return? 
If equal affection cannot be, 
Let the more loving one be me. 

  W. H. Auden 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Song Fresh as the Morning 

Fresh as the Morning, sure as the sunrise 
God ever faithful, you do not change. 

Fresh as the Morning, sure as the sunrise 
God ever faithful, you do not change. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Our help is in the Name Unnamed 
Who made heaven and earth 

I will sing praise to God as long as I live! 
I will sing praise to God all my life long! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Living God, in Christ Jesus 
you cross the boundary between us. 
Give us your grace this day, 
that we may reach through the divisions of human society 
to those who are weary, in trouble, or in need, 
so that, through us, all may experience your encompassing love 
and know your saving grace. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 298 Lord, You Give the Great Commission Abbot’s Leigh 

(continues on next page) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of overflowing grace, 
we come to you with repentant hearts. 
We hoard what we have, 
and we grasp for even more. 
We ignore those who hunger and thirst. 
We are too often complacent  
in the face of systems that oppress. 
Forgive us, O God. 
Purify us. 
Remake us. 
Set our feet on your way of peace 
that we may live with courage, conviction and grace 
today and every day. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise (singing together) Angrisano Alleluia 

 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 
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* Response of Praise (singing together) This Little Light of Mine 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Psalm 146 

1 Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
   I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
   in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
   on that very day their plans perish. 
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
   whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
   the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7   who executes justice for the oppressed; 
   who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
8   the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
   the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD watches over the strangers; 
   he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
   but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The LORD will reign forever, 
   your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship Bridge.  
They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

 (It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  Luke 16:19-31 

19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the 
dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels 
to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being 
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called 
out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, 
remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like 
manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, 
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass 
from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, 
father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house – 28for I have five brothers – that he may 
warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, 
‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father 
Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him,  
‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.’” 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon The Church at the Gate Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) adapted from the Confession of Belhar 

We believe that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit 
has conquered the powers of sin and death 
and therefore also or irreconciliation and hatred, 
bitterness and enmity; 
and that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit 
will enable the church to live in new obedience 
which can open possibilities of life 
for society and the world. 

Thanks be to God! 

* Hymn 320 The Church of Christ in Every Age Wareham 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Minute for Mission – Guatemala Stove Project Brett Sivo 

 The Offering 

 Anthem 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God of abundant grace, 
Hear our prayers. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

All-powerful God, you are present in vastness of the universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace. 
Enlighten our hearts 
that we may see the world as you do, 
and love it with your love. 
Amen. 

SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 773 Heaven Shall Not Wait Heaven Shall Not Wait 

(see next page for hymn) 



11 

 

 



12 

 

* Closing Responses 

For this time and this place and these people, 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 

By the faithful earth and the saints in heaven, 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 

Through this day, this night, and at every day’s dawning, 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 

* Benediction 

* Response (singing together)  Walk in the Light 

 

* Postlude 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights reserved.” 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/

