
1 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion/Peacemaking 
October 2, 2022 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

You shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace. 

  Isaiah 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Song 664 Morning Has Broken 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Our help is in the Name Unnamed 
Who made heaven and earth 

God summons the day to dawn, 
and teaches the morning to waken the earth. 
God’s love and justice light the way, 
fresh as the morning and sure as the sunrise. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

God of the growing seed, 
you reach to the roots of our being 
and quench our deepest thirst: 
help us to know ourselves 
through the eyes of the one 
who calls us to answer and to serve, 
and in the end, to be filled, 
Jesus Christ our teacher, friend and guide, 
the Master of the Table. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 339  Lift Every Voice and Sing Lift Every Voice 

  (see pages 3 & 4 for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of grace, 
we confess that the seed of faith within us is small. 
Hope is often absent. 
Love is frequently inconvenient. 
We use our power against others and for our own benefit. 
We misuse the resources of the earth in carelessness and greed. 
We make enemies and exiles  
of those you call us to love and serve. 
Forgive us, O God. 
Tend to us in mercy, 
so that we may grow in the ways of faith, hope and love 
and build your community of peace. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 582 (singing together) Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 

* Response (singing together)  Let There Be Love and Understanding 

Let there be love 
and understanding among us, 

Let peace and friendship 
be our shelter from the storm. 

 Words of Welcome 

ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Lamentations 3:19-26 

19The thought of my affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and gall! 20My soul 
continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me. 21But this I call to mind, and therefore 
I have hope: 
22The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 23they are 
new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 
“therefore I will hope in him.” 
25The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. 26It is good that 
one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge  
will return to their seats to experience a full worship service with their family.  

(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Luke 17:1-6 

17 Jesus said to his disciples, “Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to 

anyone by whom they come! 2It would be better for you if a millstone were hung around 
your neck and you were thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these little ones 
to stumble. 3Be on your guard! If another disciple sins, you must rebuke the offender, and 
if there is repentance, you must forgive. 4And if the same person sins against you seven 
times a day, and turns back to you seven times and says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive.” 5The 
apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size 
of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the 
sea,’ and it would obey you. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon If You Had Faith Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith excerpted from the Confession of Belhar 

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, 
the unity of the communion of saints  
of the entire human family. 
And we believe that this unity of the people of God 
must be manifest and active, 
in that we love one another; 
that we give ourselves willingly and joyfully to one another, 
that we share one baptism together, 
that we eat of one bread and drink of one cup together, 
that we confess one name, one Lord,  
for one cause, with one hope, 
which is the height and the breath and the depth 
and the love of Christ, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Anthem “Laudate Dominum” W.A. Mozart 

   from Vesper solenne de confessore, K.V. 339 
   Lika Boyce, soprano and Chancel Choir 

Laudate Dominum omnes gentes 
Laudate Deum, omnes populi 
Quoniam confirmata est 
Super nos misericordia eius, 
Et veritas Domini manet in aeternum. 

Gloria Patri et Filio  
et Spiritui Sancto. 
Sicut erat in principio, et nunc,  
et semper. 
Et in saecula saeculorum. 
Amen. 
 

Praise the Lord, all nations; 
Praise Him, all people. 
For He has bestowed 
His mercy upon us, 
And the truth of the Lord endures forever. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now,  
and forever, 
and for generations of generations. 
Amen. 

 
 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Blessing of the Animals 

 The Offering 

 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

 Invitation to the Table 

* Communion Hymn 525 Let Us Break Bread Together Let Us Break Bread 

   (see next page for hymn) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

 

 



10 

 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 God is here. 
 The Spirit is with us. 

 Open your hearts. 
 We open them to God and one another. 

 Let us give thanks to the living God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer.  
We gather up all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:] 

 God in heaven, your name is to be honored. 
May your new community of hope be realized  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the essentials of life. 
Release us from our wrongdoing  
as we also release those who wrong us.  
Do not test us beyond our enduring; 
save us from all that is evil. 
For you embrace justice, love and peace, 
now and to the end of time.  
Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

Those worshipping in the Sanctuary will receive communion this morning  
by passing the bread and the cup to one another in the pew. 
Gluten-free bread is in the center of the bread tray. 
The outer circle is white grape juice; the inner circles are red wine. 
Our tradition is to eat the bread as it comes to you,  
and then to hold the cup so we may commune together.  

 Music at Communion Panis Angelicus César Franck 

Panis angelicus 
fit panis hominum; 
Dat panis cœlicus 
figuris terminum: 
O res mirabilis! 
Manducat Dominum 
pauper, servus et humilis. 

 

May the Bread of Angels 
Become bread for humanity; 
The Bread of Heaven puts 
All foreshadowings to an end; 
Oh, thing miraculous! 
The body of the Lord will nourish 
the poor, the servile, and the humble. 
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 * Prayer After Communion 

 * Song After Communion 598 Amen, We Praise Your Name Amen Siakudumisa 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

 Sending Out – Guatemala Delegation 

* Hymn 80 You Shall Go Out with Joy The Trees of the Field 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

* Closing Responses 

Faithful God, lead us, 
that we may stand firm in faith for justice and for peace. 

Teach us love. Teach us compassion. 
Above all, O God, out of love and compassion, 
teach us to act. 

* Benediction 

* Response  Let Your Light Shine 

Let your light shine before others 
That they may see your good works 

And glorify your God in heaven 
Spreading God's love around the world 

Let your light shine before others 
So they may see their light too 

Making the world so much brighter 
A better place for me and for you 

Let's give thanks to God's son 
Who came to teach us how to live as one 

His light shows us the way 
He gave up his own life to live with us each day 

 Postlude 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights reserved.” 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 
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