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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 9, 2022 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Jesus throws wide his net, gathers the broken, finds the lost. 
Come and be nursed by God; trust in God’s care and live. 

  Swee Hong Lim 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
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 Song 388 (sing twice) Come All You People 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Give thanks to God, who is our peace. 
We give thanks with all our hearts. 

Come and see what God has done. 
We praise God with all our souls. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Way, the Truth and the Life: 
Do not let us stray from you, the Way, 
nor to distrust you, the Truth, 
nor to rest in anything other than in you, the Life. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty Lobe Den Herren 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of grace, 
we confess that we do not live out of gratitude. 
We harbor resentment for what we lack. 
We doubt your compassion, and distrust your power. 
We keep our distance from you. 
We do not trust that you can lead us home. 
Forgive us, O God. 
Tend to us in mercy, 
so that we may grow in the ways of faith, hope and love 
and build your community of peace 
through Jesus Christ, 
our teacher, healer, friend and guide. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response of Praise 582 (singing together) Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.) 

* Response (singing together)  Let There Be Love and Understanding 

Let there be love 
and understanding among us, 

Let peace and friendship 
be our shelter from the storm. 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

1These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the 
remaining elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

4Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. 6Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not 
decrease. 7But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the 
LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Cathy Lindenmann to The Worship Bridge.  
They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Luke 17:11-19 

11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, 13they 
called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14When he saw them, he said to them, 
“Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15Then 
one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 
voice. 16He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a 
Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are 
they? 18Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” 19Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you 
well.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon The Most Powerful Word Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from the Wee Worship Book 

We believe in Jesus Christ, 
flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone. 
Jesus came in the body 
to give worth to every human life. 
He touched the untouchable, 
loved the unlovable, 
forgave the unforgivable, 
and endured slander, persecution and death 
in order that through suffering love, 
God’s kingdom might come on earth. 
Christ rose from the grave as living proof 
that what is laid down in faith 
will be raised in glory. 
Christ ascended to heaven 
to be present at all times 
to all people. 
Thanks be to God! 
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* Hymn 650 O Beauty Ever Ancient Ancient Beauty 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

In your great love, O God, your people find healing. 
Grant that the pains of our journey 
may not obscure the presence of Christ among us, 
but that we may always give thanks for your reconciling power 
as we travel on the way to your realm of justice, peace and joy. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our healer, and guide. 
Amen. 
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 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem 

* Doxology 607 (singing together)  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

With gratitude to the giver of life, 
we offer our lives to the Lord. 

 (We stand quietly as the liturgist offers a prayer.) 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

 Minute for Mission – Domestic Violence Awareness Month  Sara Watson 

* Hymn 610 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing Azmon 
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* Closing Responses 

This is the day that God has made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

We will not offer to God 
Offerings that cost us nothing. 

Go in peace to love and to serve; 
We will seek peace and pursue it. 

In the name of the Trinity of Love, 
God in community, holy and one. 

* Benediction 

* Response  Let Your Light Shine 

Chorus 
Let your light shine before others 

That they may see your good works 
And glorify your God in heaven 

Spreading God's love around the world 

Let your light shine before others 
So they may see their light too 

Making the world so much brighter 
A better place for me and for you 

Bridge 

Let's give thanks to God's son 
Who came to teach us how to live as one 

His light shows us the way 
He gave up his own life to live with us each day 

Chorus 
Let your light shine before others 

That they may see your good works 
And glorify your God in heaven 

Spreading God's love around the world 

Let your light shine before others 
So they may see their light too 

Making the world so much brighter 
A better place for me and for you (sing three times) 

 Postlude 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights reserved. 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/

