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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 23, 2022 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Religions are not fortresses to be defended; they are springs for the nourishment of human life. 

  S. Wesley Ariarajah 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
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 Song 388 (sing twice) Come All You People 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

All living things come to you, O Name Unnamed 
You are the hope of all the earth; 
we offer you our praise. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Good and gracious God, 
you promise to pour out your Spirit on us. 
You are the hope of the world. 
Give us strength, that we might serve you. 
Teach us humility, that we might trust your power,  
and not our own; 
and make us ever-grateful. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 367 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come St. George’s Windsor 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of grace, 
we confess that we do not live out of gratitude. 
We have wandered from your path; 
we have turned toward idols of our own creating; 
we have lived without compassion; 
we have disregarded the well-being of your creation. 
Forgive us, O God. 
Pour out your Spirit into us, 
so that we may grow in the ways of faith, hope and love 
and build your community of peace 
through Jesus Christ, 
our teacher, healer, friend and guide. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response of Praise 582 (singing together) Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

 (During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.) 

* Response (singing together)  Let There Be Love and Understanding 

Let there be love 
and understanding among us, 

Let peace and friendship 
be our shelter from the storm. 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Joel 2:23-32 

23O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has given the early 
rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the 
later rain, as before. 24The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow 
with wine and oil. 

25I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the 
destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. 

26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to 
shame. 27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your 
God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

28Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see 
visions. 29Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 

30I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of 
smoke. 31The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great 
and terrible day of the LORD comes. 32Then everyone who calls on the name of the LORD 
shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as 
the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship Bridge.  
They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Psalter Lesson:  Psalm 65 

1Praise is due to you, 
O God, in Zion; 
and to you shall vows be performed, 
2O you who answer prayer! 
To you all flesh shall come. 
3When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, 
you forgive our transgressions. 
4Happy are those whom you choose and bring near 
to live in your courts. 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 
your holy temple. 
5By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 
O God of our salvation; 
you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 
and of the farthest seas. 
6By your strength you established the mountains; 
you are girded with might. 
7You silence the roaring of the seas, 
the roaring of their waves, 
the tumult of the peoples. 
8Those who live at earth's farthest bounds are awed by your signs; 
you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 
9You visit the earth and water it, 
you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of water; 
you provide the people with grain, 
for so you have prepared it. 
10You water its furrows abundantly, 
settling its ridges, 
softening it with showers, 
and blessing its growth. 
11You crown the year with your bounty; 
your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
12The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 
the hills gird themselves with joy, 
13the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 
the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
they shout and sing together for joy. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Second Lesson:  Luke 18:9-14 

9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
and regarded others with contempt: 10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying 
thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax 
collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast 
and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his 
home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all 
who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon The Problem with Grace Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Book of Order, F1.01 God’s Mission 

The good news of the Gospel is that the triune God –  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit –  
creates, redeems, sustains, rules and transforms 
all things and all people. 
This one living God, the Scriptures say, 
liberated the people of Israel from oppression 
and covenanted to be their God. 
By the power of the Spirit, 
this one living God is incarnate in Jesus Christ, 
who came to live in the world, die for the world, 
and be raised again to new life. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ announces 
the nearness of God’s kingdom, 
bringing good news to all who are impoverished, 
sight to all who are blind, 
freedom to all who are oppressed, 
and proclaiming the Lord’s favor upon all creation. 
Thanks be to God! 
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* Hymn 373 O Day of Peace Jerusalem 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

O Wellspring of grace, 
we come to you in joy 
for you hear the prayers of all your people 
in every place and circumstance of life. 
Pour out your Spirit on young and old alike, 
that our dreams and visions may not fade or flicker, 
but shine clearly to bring justice and peace to the world. 
Amen. 

 Giving Together 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem 
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* Doxology 607 (singing together)  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

With gratitude to the giver of life, 
we offer our lives to the Lord. 

 (We stand quietly as the liturgist offers a prayer.) 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 765 May the God of Hope Go with Us Argentina 
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* Closing Responses 

This is the day that God has made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

We will not offer to God 
Offerings that cost us nothing. 

Go in peace to love and to serve; 
We will seek peace and pursue it. 

In the name of the Trinity of Love, 
God in community, holy and one. 

* Benediction 

* Response 742  We Will Walk with God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Postlude 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights reserved. 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/

