THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022
10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.
This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.
For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
The flickering light of Advent is a faint and vulnerable thing,
but somehow refuses to allow the overwhelming darkness to snuff it out totally.
Ron Ferguson

Prelude
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
[We take moment to prepare to worship, and then continue:]

Jesus says: I am coming soon.
Amen! Come Lord Jesus!
Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Faithful God,
from generation to generation
your promises stand unshaken,
and by your Spirit you still bring light
to illumine our path.
Renew us in hope,
that we may welcome Christ
to rule our hearts and claim our love,
for Christ is our hope, our joy, our peace.
Amen.
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* Hymn 83

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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Stuttgart

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Holy God,
we confess that we do not welcome your light
or hope for your future.
We stray from your path.
We prepare for war instead of peace.
We dishonor one another and your creation.
Forgive us, O God.
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light
and courage to walk in its path and
love enough to seek things that will endure,
until Christ comes.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

Assurance of Grace
* Response of Praise (singing together)

Gloria

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.
If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.)
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* Response of Praise 103, verses 1 & 4 (singing together)

Words of Welcome

ENCOUNTER
Lighting the Advent Candles
From generation to generation, we tell the story…
… Christ is coming. Hope lights the way.
We will tell this story,
we will sing this story,
we will live this story.
[We light the first candle:]

We praise to you O God, who is near.
You hold us in our waiting, and teach us your ways.
You show up in our lives at unexpected times
with hope in your hands.
Bless us as we light these candles to keep vigil for your arrival.
From generation to generation your word takes shape.
We hope in you.
Amen.
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Come Now, O Prince of Peace

Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5
1The
2

3
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word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113.
Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship Bridge.
They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service.
(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever.
Amen.
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Second Lesson: Matthew 1:1-17
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An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. 2Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the
father of Judah and his brothers, 3and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and
Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4and Aram the father of
Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5and
Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the
father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of King David. And David was the father of Solomon by
the wife of Uriah, 7and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9and Uzziah the father of
Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10and Hezekiah the
father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11and
Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to
Babylon. 12And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and
Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the
father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok
the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16and Jacob the father of
Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah. 17So all
the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the
deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the
Messiah, fourteen generations.
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

From Generation to Generation:
Let Us Walk in the Light of the Lord
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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Morton Harris

RESPOND AND SERVE
* A Declaration for Advent

from The Wild Goose Resource Group

Among the poor, among the proud,
Among the persecuted, among the privileged,
Christ is coming!
Christ is coming to make all things new.
In the private house, in the market place,
In the wedding feast, in the judgment hall,
Christ is coming!
Christ is coming to make all things new.
With a gentle touch, with an angry word
With a clear conscience, with burning love.
Christ is coming!
Christ is coming to make all things new.
That peace may come, that hope may shine,
That the powerful might stumble,
that the humble might be raised,
Christ is coming!
Christ is coming to make all things new.
Within us, without us, among us, before us,
In this place, in every place, for this time, for all time,
Christ is coming!
Christ is coming to make all things new.
* Hymn 102, verses 1-3

Savior of the Nations, Come
(see next page for hymn)
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Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland

Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
O God who is with us:
Hear our prayers.
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Concluding Prayer (together)
God our deliverer,
whose approaching birth
still shakes the foundations of our world:
may we so wait for your coming
with eagerness and hope
that we embrace without fear
the labor pains of the new age,
through Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Giving Together: Offering
Offertory Anthem
* Doxology 102, verse 4 (singing together)

Savior of the Nations, Come

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(We stand quietly as the liturgist offers a prayer.)
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SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
* Hymn 105

People, Look East

Besançon

(hymn continues on next page)
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* Closing Responses
From generation to generation,
we will not stay silent. We tell the story.
From generation to generation,
we have been claimed and loved.
From generation to generation,
God has been by our side.
From generation to generation,
we are not alone. Thanks be to God.
* Benediction
* Response 359 (singing together)

Freedom Is Coming
(see next page for hymn)

Postlude
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246.
All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights reserved.
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115
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