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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Pageant 
December 18, 2022 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service 

 
GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Bethlehem is where we live. The stable is our town. 
Christ is being born now, here, and we should pay attention. 

  Neil MacGregor 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

[We take a moment to prepare to worship, and then continue:] 

Jesus says:  I am coming soon. 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus! 

 Song He Became Poor John Bell 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Ever-faithful God, through your messengers –  
prophets, sages and angels –  
you promised to raise up a holy child 
who would establish a household of peace and justice. 
Open our hearts to receive your Son, 
that we may open our doors to people as siblings, 
and establish your household in our time. Amen. 

* Hymn 104 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You? Valet Will Ich Dir Geben 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy God,  
we confess that we do not welcome your light 
or hope for your future.  
We could choose a better way, but we don’t. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
We let our insecurities and assumptions lead the way. 
We fear your call and claim upon our lives. 
Forgive us, O God.  
Grant us wisdom to choose the better way, 
courage to walk in your path  
and love enough to seek things that will endure, 
until Christ comes. 
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise (singing together) Morris Gloria 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.) 
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* Response of Praise 103, verses 1 & 2 Come Now, O Prince of Peace 

 (singing together) 

 Words of Welcome 

ENCOUNTER 

 Lighting the Advent Candles 

 From generation to generation, we tell the story… 

… Christ is coming. Love lights the way. 
We will tell this story,  
we will sing this story,  
we will live this story. 

 [We light the fourth candle:] 

Praise to you O God,  
who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bone. 
Elizabeth welcomed you and Mary waited for you. 
You surround us and enfold us with love. 
Bless us as we keep vigil for your arrival. 
Open our hearts and lives to welcome your presence. 
In a lonely world, let this light shine brightly. 
From generation to generation your word takes shape. 
We are held in your Love. 
Amen. 
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 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Luke 1:39-45 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in 
my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Second Lesson:  Luke 1:46-56 

46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on 
all generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He 
has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has 
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 56And Mary remained 
with her about three months and then returned to her home. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

* Hymn 100 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout Star of the County Down 

  Canticle of the Turning 

  (see pages 6 & 7 for hymn) 
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(hymn continues on next page) 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

The Children’s Christmas Pageant 

The Good News Broadcast 

 Hymn 88 O Come, O Come Emmanuel, verses 1, 2, 3 Veni Emmanuel 

 

 Children Go, Tell It on the Mountain, verses 1 & 2 Go Tell It 

 Children Away in a Manger, verses 1 & 2 Cradle Song 
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 Hymn 145 What Child Is This?, verses 1 & 2 Greensleeves 
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* Hymn 134 Joy to the World, verses 1 & 2 Antioch 
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 Hymn 151 We Three Kings of Orient Are, verses 1 &2 Kings of Orient 

 

 Children C’mon Ring Those Bells  

 Prayer 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Hymn 142 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime Une Jeune Pucelle 
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During the hymn, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their 
children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge will remain in their seats to experience a 
full worship service with their family. 

 

* Affirmation of Faith for Advent (together) 

 We believe in God, 
who bends and kneels towards our world, 
drenching it with love, making it new with every breath. 
We believe in Jesus, 
God become human, 
who brought every person a spark of the divine. 
We believe in the Spirit, 
hovering God, present among us, 
abiding, upholding, awaking all things to grace. 
We believe we are called to do justice, love kindness 
and walk humbly with God and each other, 
ready for God’s reign, 
awake and alert, as we work to bring it near. 
We believe we are called, 
as Christmas comes close, 
to lift up our hearts in hope and love, 
seeking God’s advent in each moment and person, 
each challenge and heartache, each blessing and joy. 
This we promise to do. 
Keep us faithful, Lord Jesus, and come soon. 
Amen! May it be so. 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

O God who is with us: 
Hear our prayers. 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Offering 

 Offertory  

* Doxology 137, verse 1 (singing together)  He Came Down 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

God fills the hungry with good things. 
We are a living body, offering our lives to the Lord. 

 (We stand quietly as the liturgist offers a prayer.) 

SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 110 Love Has Come Bring A Torch 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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* Closing Responses 

From generation to generation, 
we will not stay silent. We tell the story. 

From generation to generation, 
we have been claimed and loved. 

From generation to generation, 
God has been by our side. 

From generation to generation, 
we are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

* Benediction 

* Response 359 (singing together)  Freedom Is Coming 

Freedom, O freedom, O freedom. Freedom is coming. 
Jesus, O Jesus, O Jesus. Jesus is coming. 

Yes, I know. O yes, I know. O yes, I know. O yes, I know. 
Yes, I know, O yes, I know. O yes, I know. O yes, I know. 

O yes, I know! 

 Postlude  

 

 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246. All 
rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482.  
All rights reserved. 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 

WORSHIP NOTES for today’s service:   
Portions of today’s liturgy are adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, a Creative Founding 
Partner at A Sanctified Art LLC. 
Today’s Affirmation of Faith for Advent is by Susan K. Bock, an Episcopal priest who wrote liturgy to help the 
church include children in worship. Her book, Liturgy for the Whole Church, includes this affirmation. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 
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