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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

Christmas Day 
December 25, 2022 

10:00 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Christmas is larger than a baby in a manger. Christmas is the coming of a whole new world.  
More than that, it is what makes that world possible. 

  Joan Chittister 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

* Carols for Christmas Morning 

  143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory Regent Square 

  116 The Snow Lay on the Ground Venite Adoremus 

   (see pages 2 & 3 for hymns) 
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* Lighting the Christ Candle 

Here is why we have light these candles: 
From generation to generation we tell the story. 
Christ is born. God with us in human flesh. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

* Prayer for Christmas Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 

God of all ages, 
in the birth of Christ your boundless love for your people 
shattered the power of darkness. 
Be born in us with that same love and light, 
that our song may blend with all the choirs  
of heaven and earth, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 

* Carol 137 He Came Down He Came Down 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Words of Welcome 

 Two Carols from Long Ago 

* Carol I Saw Three Ships English Traditional 

I saw three ships come sailing in 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
I saw three ships come sailing in 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

And what was in those ships all three, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day? 
And what was in those ships all three, 
On Christmas Day in the morning? 

Our Savior Christ and his lady, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
Our Savior Christ and his lady, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

And all the bells on earth shall ring, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
And all the bells on earth shall ring, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
And all the Angels in Heaven shall sing, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 

Then let us all rejoice and sing, 
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day; 
Then let us all rejoice and sing, 
On Christmas Day in the morning. 
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* Carol Good King Wenceslas Fourteenth century 

Good King Wenceslas looked out 
On the Feast of Stephen 
When the snow lay round about 
Deep and crisp and even 
Brightly shone the moon that night 
Though the frost was cruel 
When a poor man came in sight 
Gath’ring winter fuel 

‘Hither, page, and stand by me; 
If thou know’st it, telling –  
Yonder peasant, who is he? 
Where and what his dwelling?’ 
‘Sire, he lives a good league hence, 
Underneath the mountain, 
Right against the forest fence 
By Saint Agnes’ fountain. 

‘Bring me flesh, and bring me wine! 
Bring me pine logs hither! 
Thou and I shall see him dine 
When we bear them thither.’ 
Page and monarch, forth they went, 
Forth they went together, 
Through the rude wind’s wild lament 
And the bitter weather. 

‘Sire, the night is darker now, 
And the wind blows stronger; 
Fails my heart, I know not how, 
I can go no longer.’ 
‘Mark my footsteps, good my page, 
Tread thou in them boldly: 
Thou shall find the winter’s rage 
Freeze thy blood less coldly.’ 

In his master’s steps he trod, 
Where the snow lay dinted; 
Heat was in the very sod 
Which the Saint had printed. 
Therefore, Christian men, be sure, 
Wealth or rank possessing, 
Ye who now will bless the poor 
Shall yourselves find blessing. 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Psalm 98 

1   O sing to the LORD a new song, 
          for he has done marvelous things. 
     His right hand and his holy arm 
          have gained him victory. 
2   The LORD has made known his victory; 
          he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
3   He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
          to the house of Israel. 
     All the ends of the earth have seen 
          the victory of our God. 

4   Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
          break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5   Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
          with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
6   With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
          make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 

7   Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
          the world and those who live in it. 
8   Let the floods clap their hands; 
          let the hills sing together for joy 
9   at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming 
          to judge the earth. 
     He will judge the world with righteousness, 
          and the peoples with equity. 

 The Word became flesh and lived among us. 
 Thanks be to God. 

* Carol 132 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice In Dulci Jubilo 

   (see next page for hymn 
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 Second Lesson:  Luke 2:15-21 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 

21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, 
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 The Word became flesh and lived among us. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 From Generation to Generation:  We Tell the Story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Carol 120 Where Shepherds Lately Knelt Manger Song 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

Christmas Child, 
Bring in your light and love. 

 The Lord’s Prayer (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Offertory 

SEND AND BLESS 

 Reading Glory to God in the High St. by George MacLeod 

* Carol 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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* Closing Responses 

The Word of God has become flesh. 
Christ has come into our world. 

Glory to God in the highest! 
Peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in peace. 
We go to share the gift of Jesus. 

* Benediction 

* Postlude  
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246. 
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482.  
All rights reserved. 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/

