THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY "

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County

The Baptism of the Lord
January 8, 2023

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service

GATHER

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words inbold are readby thecongregation.

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.

For our online congregatiori_et us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request i Brayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

For Meditation before Worshigfor personal use before worship)

May you meet God in every place, in every person, and in the depths of your own heart.
Jan Sutch Pickard, a membettud lona Community

Prelude
Greeting

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Lighting the Christ Candle

Don’t be afraid, for God has called us by
God takes us by the hand and keeps us.
In life and in death, we belong t&od!

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.

Prayerfor Sunday Morning

May God be with you.
And also with you.

Spirit of energy and change,

in whose power Jesus was anointed

to be the hopeof the world:

Pour yourself out upon us too,

without reserve or distinction

Inspire us with your Spirit
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that we may have confidence and strength

to plant your justice on the earth.

Amen.



* Hymn159
JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

159 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem

O Sing a Song Bkthlehem Kingsfold
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1 O sing a song of Beth-le-hem, of shep-herds watch-ing there,
2 O sing a song of Naz-a-reth, of sun - ny days of joy;
310 sing a songof Gal-i-lee, of lake and woods and hill,
4 O  sing a songof Cal-va-ry, its glo - ry and  dis - may,
D-~— o . o *:&
L ._-kp_’zf:_ S i — _E’_}&_ﬁ
f LN — N I B BN B B b1
— — | | RISy ~—
} | | o | | | ' F—— 4 4

—

o]

dj e PR . |
| — 1 1 1 L
!g F } 1 1

'

"

and of the news that came to them from an-gels in the air.
O  sing of fra - grant flow-ers’ breath,and  of the sin - less boy.
of  him who walked up -on  the sea  and bade its waves be  still.
of  him who hung up-on the tree, and took our sins a - way.
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The light that shone on Beth-le-hem fills all the world to - day.
For now the flowersof Naz-a-rethin  ev-ery heart may grow.
For though, like waves on Gal - i - lee, dark seas of  trou-ble  roll,
For he whodied on Cal-va-ry is ris-en from the grave,
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Of Je - sus’birth and peace on earth the an-gels sing al - way.
Now spreads the fame of his  dear name on  all the winds that blow.
when faith  has heard the Mas - ter’s word, falls peace up-on  the soul,
and  Christ, our Lord, by heaven a - dored, is  might-y now to save,
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This hymn created by a noted Presbyterian hymnal editor and scholar employs place names and sensory

images (light, fragrance, wind) to sketch the events of Christ's life, The tune name commemorates the village
in Sussex where the arranger fiest heard the traditional melody,

TEXT Lowiis FiteGrerald Bensan, 1099
MUISIC: Foglish County Soogs, 1A93; harm. Ralph Vauhan Williams, 1906
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession

Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.

JesugChrist, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.

Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.

God of grace,

you claim us as beloved children

and call us to follow you,

but we do not always live out this calling.

We stifle the gifts you give us.

We sidestep opportunities to offer kindness.

We fail to share your love for all.

We pretend we can do nothing to further justice in our world.
We shy awayriom taking risks for the sake of the gospel.
Forgive us; give us grace.

Pour out the power of your Spirit

and renew us in our calling:

to show the wonder of your love

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

(Wepause fomquiet, personal praye)

Assurance of Grace



* Responsef Praisel47, verse6 (singing together) The First Nowell
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6. Then let us all with one ac-cord
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sing prais-es to our heaven-ly Lord,
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that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
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and with his blood our life hath bought.
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Now -ell, Now-ell, Now-ell, Now-ell,
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born is the King of Is - ra- el
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* Sharing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,
perhaps with hand on heart dolded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace.
If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,

a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube



* Response of Prais@35 (singing together) Sing, Praise, and Bless the LbatidateDominum

ADORATION

635 Sing, Praise, and Bless the Lord

Laudate Dominum
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Sing, praise, and  bless the Lord.  Sing, praise, and Dbless the Lord.
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Sing, praise, and  Dbless the Lord,  Sing, praise, and bless the Lord.

law - da - fte Do - i - nom, law - da - fte Do - mi - num,
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By the way the notes fall on the syllables, repeated singing reveals that this refrain based on Psalm 117:1
originally set the Latin text, The refrains of the ecumenical community at Talzé, France, often use Latin
Decause it is not the language of any current political power,

TEXT: Talpd Comeminity, 1980 LALUDATE DOMINUM (Talgd)
MUSIC: hicopaes Berthive, 1900 LEALON
Jeest aond Music © 1001 Les Presses dhe Tad (admin. CIA Malcations, e

Wordsof Welcome



ENCOUNTER

Prayer for lllumination
First LessonActs 10:3448

“Then Peter began to speak to them: “ tr
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him amtbes what is right is
acceptable to him3¢You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ he is Lord of alf’That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announééthw God anointed Jesus

of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with ¥iMe are witnesses

to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put himathd®y hanging him

on a tree;*%ut God raised him on the third day and allowed him to app#ant to all

the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead’He commanded us to preach the people and

to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the é&dd.

the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness
of sins through his name.”

4While Peter was still speaking, tioly Spirit fell upon all who heard the wofThe

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the

Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentitéfer they heard them speaking

in tongues and extolling God. Theeté said?™ Can anyone withhold ¢t}
baptizing these people who have % Sebeived t |
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay

for several days.

The Word of God fathe People of God.
Thanks be to God.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory forever. Amen.

Second_esson Matthew 3:13-17
3Then Jesus came from Galilee to Jalirthe Jordan, to be baptized by hifJohn

would have prevented him, saying, “1I need t
me PBut Jesus answered him, “Let it be so0 nc
ful fill all r i gnsentedd®Ansl whees Jesus$ hadlbeen baptizes, justo

as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on Himd a voice from
heaven said, “Thissiitdr mmho®on, atmheveBedl @V ed,s e

For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!

Sermon The Voice from Heaven Sue LowcocKarris
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)



RESPOND AND SERVE

Reaffirmation of Baptism

* Hymn 164 Down Galilee’s Sl ow Roa®watayns

JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways 164
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1 Down Gal - i - lee's slow road-ways a strang-er trav-eled on
2 A - ns-ing from the riv - er he saw the heav-ens torn;
3 We too have found a road-way; it led us to this place.
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from Naz - a - reth to Jor-dan to be bap-tized by john.
it seemed the sky so o - pen re - vealed the Spir -it's form.
We all have had to trav - el in search of hope and grace.
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He went down to the wa-ters like sol -dier, scribe, and slave,
The ho - ly dove de-scend-ed a-mid a glo-rious voice:
But now be - side this wa - ter a-gain a voice is heard.
(G) (D/F%)  (Em7) (G/A) (Asus)(A7) (D)
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but there with-in the riv-er the sign was birth and grave.
“You are my own be - lov-ed, my child, my heart, my choice.”
“You are my own, my cho-sen, be-lov -ed of your Lord.”

When reviewing bat:t\mal resources with other members of the United Church of Canada’s Working Unit

on Worship, the aut

o was struck by how few hymns had been written for adult baptism. This meditative

text on the Baptism of Jesus b5 an effort to remedy that situation,

TEXT: Sylvaa G Durntan, 19091
MUSIC: Joha D). Horman, 1990
Tt € 1991 GIA Publications, tne

Music € 1990 Abdogaon Preas facimin, The Copyright Company ¢
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* Affirmation of Faith(together)

In life and in death we belong to God.

Through thegrace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign @od:

preaching good news to the poor

and release to the captives,

teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,

and calling all to repent and believe the gpel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified,

suffering the depths of human pain

and giving his life for the sins of the world.

God raised this Jesus from the dead,

vindicating his sinless life,

breaking the power of sin and eli

delivering us from death to life eternal.

With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God

in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Thanks be to God!
* Thanksgivingor Baptism
Concerns andRemembrances

Prayersof Gratitude and Concern

God of life:
Hear our prayer.

Concluding Prayeftogether)

O God, you spoke your word

and revealed your good news in Jesus, the Christ.

Fill all creation with that word again

so that by proclaiming youjoyful promises to all nations
and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples,

we may become one living body,

your incarnate presence on earth. Amen.

from The Brief Statement of Faith



The Offering

Offertory Anthem
* Doxologyl55 (singing together) Raise a Song of Gladness
D G A D G A (chords continue)
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Raise a song of glad-ness, peo-ples of the earth,
Ju - bi - la - te De - o on - nis  ler - ra,
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Christ has come,  bring-ing peace, joy to ev-ery heart
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Al -le - lu-ia, al -le-lu-ia joy to ev-ery heart!
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Al - le - lu - ia, al -le -lu-ia joy to ev-ery heart!

Al = le - lu - i, al - le - lu - ia, m lge -t -t - af

* Prayerof Thanksgiving and Dedication

The earth belongs to God, our creator.
Every good thing is a gift of God.

SEND AND BLESS

This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Sending Out; Guatemala Stovérip
* Hymn 686 God of Our Life Sandon

(see next page for hymn)
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God of Our Life

CELEBRATING TIME

686
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1 God of our life, through all the  cir-cling years, we trust in  thee.
2 God of the past, our times are in thy hand. With us a - bide.
3 God of the com - ing years, through paths un-known we fol-low thee.
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In all the past, through all  our hopes and fears, thy hand we see.
Lead wus by faith  to hope's true prom-ised land. Be thou our guide,
When we are strong, Lord, leave us  not  a - lone, Our ref-uge be,
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With  each new day, when  morn - ing  lifts  the veil,
With  thee to  bless,  the dark - ness shines as light,
Be thou for us in life  our dai - ly bread,
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we own thy mer - cies, Lord, which nev - er fail
and faith’s fair  vi - sion chang - es in - to sight.
our heart's true  home when all  our vyears have sped.
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This text was ereated for the celebration of the fftieth anniversary of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, by its pastor. He wrote these words especially for this tune, originally composed
for John Henry Newman's text “Lead, Kindly Light.”
TEXT: Hugh Thomson Kerr, 1916, alt. SANDON

MUSIC: Chartes Heney Purday, 1860; barme John Weaver, 19086
Text © 1928 1. M. Braselnan, resr. 1956 Preshyterian Board of Cheistian Edocation

Lacenin. Westmibster John Kinox

ress )

Masic Harm. © 19N Hope Publishing Campaeny
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* Closing Responses

We are the beloved community of God.
In water, God claims us.
In calling, God leads us.

Claimed and called, we go to proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.

* Benediction

* Response 151, refrai(inging together) We Three Kings of Orient Are
Refrain
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star of won-der, star of night, star with roy-al beau-ty bright,
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west - ward lead - ing, still pro-ceed-ing, guide us to thy per- fect light!

oLt Le S
Pt IR
Postlude
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staffof personal concerns, illnedspspitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or

to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.

Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, CePastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, ®astor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an

email tochurchoffice @firstpreshc.org

Interested in the mission andctivities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the chwwiirsthrésisc.orgoe moseiinfoe ,

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with k¢&é234 6 A

All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.

Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482.

All rights reserved.
Permission te@eprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved.

The First Presbyterian Church

% : of Howard County
Ol 9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045

410.730.3545 www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of theongregation

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., €Rastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris,-Rastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper

Woodrow CollinsChurch Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

SR
R e |

I
S

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A))
[ We are an Earth Care Congregatfon
Inspirit Counseling ServicasFirst Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger 4104338861 x104 | John Michalczyk10-433-8861 x115
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