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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 29, 2023 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service  

 
GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

May we preserve with each other sincere charity and peace, and if it be your holy will,  
grant that a place of your abiding be continued still to be a sanctuary and a light… 

  from the Prayer for the Iona Community 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

With what shall we come before God this day? 
We come with a love for justice, 
and a passion for sharing Christ’s love! 
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom 
in giving your kingdom to those who are lowly and pure in heart. 
Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, 
and perseverance in striving for peace, 
that in our words and deeds 
the world may see the life of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our teacher, friend, guide and savior. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn 405 Praise God for This Holy Ground Heymonystraat 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 
God of grace, 
you claim us as beloved children 
and call us to follow you, 
but we do not always live out this calling. 
We demand signs and desire wisdom, 
yet we close ourselves to the cross of Christ. 
We have failed to do justice; 
we have despised mercy, 
we think humility is a crutch. 
Forgive us; give us grace; call us again. 
Summon us to lives of generous service; 
Shape us into faithful disciples. 
Teach us what is truly wise and good and blessed, 
that we may fill the world with the wonder of your love. 
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response of Praise 642, verse 1 (singing together) Heleluyan, We Are Singing 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.) 
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* Response of Praise 635 (singing together) Sing, Praise, and Bless the Lord/Laudate Dominum 

 

 

 

 

 Words of Welcome 

 Welcome New Members 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Micah 6:1-8 
1   Hear what the LORD says: 
          Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
          and let the hills hear your voice. 
2   Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 
          and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
     for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 
          and he will contend with Israel. 
3   “O my people, what have I done to you? 
          In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4   For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
          and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
     and I sent before you Moses, 
          Aaron, and Miriam. 
5   O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
          what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
     and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
          that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
6  “With what shall I come before the LORD, 
          and bow myself before God on high? 
     Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
          with calves a year old? 
7   Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
          with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
     Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
          the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8   He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
          and what does the LORD require of you 
     but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
          and to walk humbly with your God? 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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 Second Lesson:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
     “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
          and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age?  
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 
nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the 
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 

The Word of God for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 
Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Cathy Lindenmann to The Worship Bridge.  
They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Third Lesson:  Matthew 5:1-12 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon A Community of Wisdom Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from The Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve. 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers 
in the one body of Christ, the church. 
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

* Hymn 765 May the God of Hope Go with Us Argentina 
2 verses, English and Spanish Canto de Esperanza 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 
God of life: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

God our deliverer, 
you call us to walk humbly with you. 
When we are foolish, be our wisdom; 
when we are weak be our strength, 
that as we learn to do justice and to love mercy, 
your way of life may come as gift and blessing. 
Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem 

* Doxology 155 (singing together) Raise a Song of Gladness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

The earth belongs to God, our creator. 
Every good thing is a gift of God. 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 307 God of Grace and God of Glory CWM Rhondda 
  (see next page for hymn) 

* Closing Responses 

In every journey 
We walk with Christ. 
In every story 
We hear a word of grace. 
And in every moment, our lives proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

* Benediction 

* Response 750 (singing together)  Goodness Is Stronger than Evil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Postlude 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Program Staff Cell Phone Numbers 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-3768 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-4305 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education, 410-292-3400 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries, 443-741-2897 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact them 
directly via email or on their cell phone. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from  
ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246. All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from  
CCLI License No. 21392482. All rights reserved. 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License  
No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 


