
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
January 29, 2023 

TODAY 

8:30 a.m. EARLY SERVICE in the Sanctuary  

10:30 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP 
(in-person and livestream)  
Our in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. This worship 
service is being livestreamed to the internet, you may appear on our Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. 

FOR OUR 10:30 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION 
The link will open around 10:20 a.m. This Sunday, January 29, is the Fourth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time. The liturgical color is green. Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you 
can join in the liturgy at home. You can find this week’s materials on the website:  
www.firstpreshc.org  

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the sanctuary. 
At 10:30 a.m.:  During the hymn after the Children’s Pageant:   
Children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up 
their children following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Cathy Lindenmann to The Worship 
Bridge. They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and return 
the bags to the ushers at the end of the service. 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Barb in honor of Sarah 
celebrating her birthday; and by Caroline and Martin in honor Caroline’s sister, 
Diane, as she celebrates her birthday on February 1st. 

WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TODAY:  Bettye comes to us by Reaffirmation of 
Faith. Christina comes to us by Reaffirmation of Faith. Justine comes to us by Letter 
of Transfer from Colesville Presbyterian Church, Silver Spring, MD. Brooke and Kari 
come to us by Letter of Transfer from Mt. Hebron Presbyterian Church, Ellicott 
City, MD. We rejoice in the gifts they bring into our common life, and we look 
forward to sharing together in ministry. May the light of Christ fill your lives as you 
grow deep and wide in the love and wisdom of God. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
The Session has called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Howard County to be held in-person in the 
sanctuary TODAY Sunday, January 29, 2023 immediately following the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service. The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to hear the report of the 
Session and its Ministry Areas, to review the terms of the Co-Pastors’ call as 
required by the Book of Order, to receive the Session’s budget plan, and to transact 
any other business properly coming before the Congregation. 

In case of bad weather, the snow date will be the following Sunday, February 5, 
2023 at the same time, 11:30 a.m. 

Copies of the 2022 Annual Report are available in the Upper Commons. 

about:blank


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 29, 2023 
Please pray for:  Jan, Ruth, Ilene, Dave, Jane, Dylan, Mike, Bob, Betty, Bob and 
Sarah Jo, Maria, Dename and Family, Dan, Scot and his father and mother. 
And also for:  everyone living in Charlestown, Encore, Millers Grant, Riderwood 
and Vantage House; the people of Ukraine. 
Non-Resident Members:  Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb  
Friends & Family:  Friend of Faithful Circle Quilters, Paul; Carolyn,  
Tony and Louise and their health care providers, Joseph and Leah, John and 
Rosanne, Chuck and family, Camden, Jan, Al, Leighton Thompson (Tom), Jane, 
Aaron, Eyler, Matt, Gail, Bill, Mitzi, Adam. 
Hospitalized:  Gulshan; Lois  
Care Center:  Margaret, Carol, Paul, Barbara, Beth  
Bereaved:  Shirley; Jeff and Adair and family, Laura, Emily and family, Jonathan and 
Jerri  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball; Leslie 
Vogel in Guatemala, www.PCUSA.org/leslie-vogel 

Please contact one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 410-730-3545 x17 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 410-730-3545 x25 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.  
Friends & Family names are listed for 8 weeks. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
Rosa Louise McCauley Parks (February 4, 1913 – October 24, 2005) The story of how 
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on December 1, 1955 on a bus in Montgomery 
Alabama, has become one of the most emblematic moments in the history of modern 
American life. She was active in the local NAACP and had recently attended the 
Highlander Folk School – a center for non-violence and workers’ rights. When Rosa 
Parks was arrested, local NAACP leadership came to her aid, including a young 
preacher, Martin Luther King, Jr. They organized a boycott against the public buses of 
Montgomery which lasted 382 days. It led to a US Supreme Court decision that 
declared the laws segregating buses unconstitutional. Her resistance that day had 
been shaped by a lifetime of values inculcated from church, school, family and friends. 
In her autobiography, Quiet Strength, she wrote, “I believe in church and my faith and 
that has helped to give me the strength and courage to live as I did.” Throughout her 
life, she remained a defender of the Biblical vision of a God who loves all people. She 
was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1996 and the Congressional Gold 
Medal in 1999. When she died in 2005, she became the first woman to lie in state in 
the Capitol Rotunda and is honored in Statuary Hall. 

We also remember:   
Those who were jailed in Selma, Alabama on February 1, 1965. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Ralph Abernathy and more than two hundred others were arrested after a 
peaceful demonstration against discrimination in voting registration of African 
Americans. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so 
that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, Tunisia. Pray for:  

 The biodiversity of plants, animals and the natural terrain; 

 All the people of these countries:  Muslims, the tiny remnant of Christians, 
those of other faiths who continuing bearing witness to their faiths and for all 
people of good will; 

 An end to how dominating powers have fought over these lands and their 
resources through the years. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  https://www.oikoumene.org 
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GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 29, 2023 
(CONTINUED) 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2023 
We pray for the mission of our congregation. 

Boca Costa Presbytery Mission Partnership:  Pray for scholarship students 
(beccados/beccadas) who are beginning the new school year. And pray for 
families who received new stoves earlier this month. 

The Cold Weather Shelter:  a mission partnership between Grassroots Crisis 
Intervention, Howard County Government, and the faith community, which 
usually provides overnight shelter in houses of worship between November and 
March every year. Again in this time of Covid-19, guests are housed in a local 
motel, and we are providing meals and laundry services. We have the opportunity 
to serve these guests Monday, February 13 through Sunday, February 19. Pray for 
the guests during this Pandemic year, and for all who serve them. 

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY:   
Liturgist:  Akua (10:30) 
Ushers & Greeters:  Chrissy (10:30) 
Tech Crew:  Matt, Tracy, Francois, Jonathan, Margot  

TREE OF LIFE PARAMENTS FOR ORDINARY TIME 
Did you know that quilt block designs have names? Many popular blocks may have 
more than one name – sometimes descriptive and sometimes whimsical. Some 
blocks have Biblical themes as names, though it may be difficult to see a 
connection to the design. These paraments for ordinary time have several blocks 
with Biblical themes. The central block of the wall hanging behind the choir is 
called Tree of Life. The blocks in the upper corners are called Children of Israel and 
those in the lower corners are Jacob’s Ladder. The cloth on the communion table 
has another Tree of Life. The parament on the pulpit has two blocks called Garden 
of Eden and the center block is called Cain and Abel. Green is the color for ordinary 
time. 
Thank you to Catherine for making the beautiful Tree of Life Paraments! 

COME SING IN CHOIR! COME RING BELLS! 
Chancel Choir Rehearsals, no experience necessary. 

Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
  *Please bring a mask & be fully vaccinated to participate. 

Bell Choir Rehearsals 
No experience necessary. Bell Choir is taking a break for Christmas. 

Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., Choir Room (Room 210/213) 
  *Please bring a mask & be fully vaccinated to participate. 

Contact Matt in the Music Office (churchoffice@firstpreshc.org) for more 
information and/or to participate. 
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ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS 
Classes are held in person in the church building. Grab a cup of coffee at the  

Wake-Up Station in the hallway outside the church office and join a class.  

All are welcome!  

THE BIBLE IN DEPTH facilitated by Doyle  
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. in the Parlor  
This lively conversational study is reading through the literature of the Old 
Testament. All are invited to jump right in!  

HISTORIES AND MYSTERIES:  The Historical Jesus presented by Bill  
Sundays through February 19, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 258 
Our individual understanding of Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God, evolves 
throughout our individual spiritual journeys and explorations of our Christian faith. 
As such there are as many different understandings of Jesus as there are Christians. 
A look at the historical context in which Jesus lived and died can provide additional 
insights into what Jesus preached, and why the political system of the time 
responded with his state sanctioned execution. 

Join us as we look into the Historical Jesus. 
Week 4 – 1/29:  Herod’s Keynesian economics: Where did these Rebels come 

from? 
Week 5 – 2/5:  Terrorism in Jerusalem: Has anything really changed since the 1st 

century? 
Week 6 – 2/12:  Jesus and the old ways:  I want Moses to be my lawyer. 
Week 7 – 2/19:  I may not know what the Kingdom of Heaven is,  

but I know what it isn’t. 

WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS WITH PASTOR SUE 
Signs and Wonders: Six Miracles on the Lenten Path 
Wednesday, February 15 through Wednesday, March 29 
No Evening Group on February 22 (Ash Wednesday) 
During Lent, the Morning and Evening Study Groups will explore Jesus’ mission of 
healing. We’ll study six miracle stories told in the Gospels. We’ll talk about their 
historical context (what did these miracles mean to the people who witnessed 
them?) and we’ll consider what they might mean to us today – we who live in a 
culture with considerably different world view, with a very different medical and 
psychological context. What are these stories telling us – about God, about faith, 
about Jesus, about salvation – and what do we do with miracle stories in general? 

We’ll be guided by Amy-Jill Levine’s book: Signs and Wonders. It is available from 
Amazon, paperback and Kindle. 

If you’ve been considering digging into Christian faith a bit deeper this year – the 
Wednesday Study Groups invite you to join in. Everyone is welcome. If you have 
questions, speak with Pastor Sue. You must register in advance to receive the zoom 
link. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting. 

The Wednesday Morning Group meets in-person in the Parlor every Wednesday, 
9:30 am – 11 am. 

The Wednesday Evening Group meets via ZOOM. You must register in advance to 
receive the link. After registering, you will receive an email confirmation containing 
the link for the meetings. 

Visit the church’s website for the Zoom links and for more information:  
https://firstpreshc.org/wednesday-study-groups/ 

https://firstpreshc.org/wednesday-study-groups/


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for children, youth and adults of all ages takes place every 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. There’s a class for YOU!  

YOUTH GROUP 
5th through 12th graders are invited to gather on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 
month for Youth Group from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. We’ll provide dinner the 
2nd Wednesday of the month, you bring dinner the 4th Wednesday.  
We’ll provide dinner on Wednesday, February 8, 2023. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

JANUARY & FEBRUARY FELLOWSHIP/COFFEE HOURS on Sundays  
following the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service in Lyle Buck Hall 

 TODAY Sunday, January 29, 2023 - NO Fellowship/Coffee Hour so that 
everyone can attend the Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

 Sunday, February 5, 2023, Discipleship & Caring Ministries hosting 

 Sunday, February 12, 2023 
Celebrate First Presbyterian Church's 184th Birthday with cake. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS 

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 
Parents of college students:  One of the missions of Ruth Circle is to provide a 
message of love and support to the college students associated with our church. It 
is the time of year that we begin this project. 
Please help us include your college student by sending their current mailing 
address to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org by TODAY Sunday, January 29, 2023. 
It doesn’t matter if they are living at home or far away, Ruth Circle would like to 
reach out to them.  

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES 

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK 
Actual Income as of January 25, 2023  $75,123.71 
Actual Expenses as of January 25, 2023  64,283.35 
Total  $10,840.36 

It takes an average of $2,432.72 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission of the church. 
The total surplus/deficit shown above is 4.5 days ahead/(behind). 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
We are passing the offering plates during worship again! Can’t make it to church? 
There are other ways you can make contributions and pledges. FIND OUT here, 
http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/ Thank you for all the ways you support the 
Church! 

PER CAPITA FOR 2023 is $40.00 
The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share of the expenses of the larger 
church – the Presbytery, the Synod and General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our 
congregation is required to pay this amount for each member of the church. Have 
you paid your per capita?! Thank you to those 33 people who have paid already!  

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/
http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/


MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER 2023 
Monday, February 13 through Sunday, February 19 
The Cold Weather Shelter is structured the same this year as it was for the past 
two years of COVID. For the entire 17 weeks, the guests will again be at the 
Extended Stay Hotel, 8870 Columbia 100 Parkway. 
Meals will be catered by Absolutely Perfect Catering, who has done a fantastic job 
with Feed Howard County. Our church is providing money and volunteers for the 
week for 54 guests, including 28 children between the ages of 2 and 17. This is the 
highest number of guests by far we have had in the Shelter. Right now we have 
sufficient volunteers and money to support our week; please continue, however, 
to support the mission with your prayers and by learning as much as you can about 
the problems of homelessness right here in our home County. Questions, please 
contact churchoffice@firstpreshc.org. 

MISSION COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Starting in 1946, PCUSA, through its Office of Public Witness, advocates, and helps 
the church to advocate, the social witness perspectives and policies of the 
Presbyterian General Assembly. Ministry in Washington offers a chance to 
translate the church’s deep convictions about justice, peace and freedom from 
words into reality. The political process is where decisions are made that help or 
harm people – decisions that help to make the kind of world God intends. 
While much of our church’s work focuses on addressing immediate crises and 
suffering, we can also address the root causes that prevent people and the planet 
from flourishing, in alignment with our denomination. First Pres’s recent public 
statement  opposing Florida’s “Don’t Say Gay” law is just one example.  You can 
get email updates on the Office of Public Witness and follow them on Facebook - 
see https://www.presbyterianmission.org/opw/.  In future articles, we’ll talk 
about how individual members and our congregation can get involved.  

JUST ONE CAN! January – Double Up 

The Board of Deacons wants to increase our church’s food donations in January to 
battle back against hunger in Howard County. Winter is here in earnest and too 
many of our neighbors are choosing between food and fuel. Let’s redouble our 
efforts this month – give not just one can but two or more. Demonstrate in a very 
tangible way that the joy of giving is not just for a specific date on a calendar. 
These are the most requested items from the Howard County Food Bank:  baby 
foods, beans – dried or canned, canned meat/tuna/chicken, canned soups, cereal, 
evaporated milk, infant formula, baby & toddler foods, peanut butter, spaghetti 
sauce, rice, instant potatoes, oatmeal, pasta 
Please leave your regular contribution – and “plus” items - in the “Just One Can” 
cart next to the Welcome Center in the Upper Commons or in the storage box by 
the back entrance (near the mailbox). 
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County. 
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CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Howard County has adopted the 
Center for Disease Control’s guidelines for indoor mask use. The guidance is 
tethered to the CDC COVID-19 Community Level for Howard County and will 
change as conditions around us change. 

The current Covid-19 Community Level for Howard County appears in the Friday 
email and on the church’s website. Please refer to one of those places for the CDC 
guidance for face coverings in the church building and county. 

You can find the full CDC guidance for masks and face coverings on their website, 

here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-

face-coverings.html 

CHURCH STAFF 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, 
please send an email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator  
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper  
Woody Collins, Church Sexton  

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY!! 
Please pick up a copy of the new Church Directory (January 2023) in the Upper 
Commons, one per family please. If you find your information is incorrect, please 
send an email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org so your information can be updated 
in the church database.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Office is open from 10:00 a.m. –4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. The outside doors 
are locked during this time, please call the church office, 410-730-3545, when you arrive. Please 
contact the Church Administrator, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church 
building at other times. 
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the weekly issues of Tidings by Ministry 
Area. 
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email announcements to:  
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  
To submit articles for Tidings, the church’s newsletter sent out weekly by Ministry Area, please 
send articles by email to:  churchoffice@firstpreshc.org  by Thursday, February 9, 2023 for  
March 2023 events. Then watch your inbox every week! 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule  
8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children and Adults 
10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Worship 

Nursery Care for ages 4 and under available 8:15 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 

FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live  
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc 

LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org 

CHURCH MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO CHURCH OFFICE 
MONDAY – FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, 10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.  

(THE OUTSIDE DOORS WILL BE LOCKED, PLEASE CALL UPON ARRIVAL FOR ENTRY.) 

Sunday, January 29th 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

HANDBELLS PLAY DURING 10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE 
 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
 9:45 a.m. Chancel Choir Warm-ups 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – In-person & Livestream 
  Godly Play & Worship Bridge 
 11:30 a.m. Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
 12:30 p.m. Nominating Committee Meeting 

Monday, January 30th 

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN 10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

Tuesday, January 31st 

 1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 

FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Wednesday, February 1st 

BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry 
 6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 

Thursday, February 2nd 

 6:00 p.m. SMLT via Zoom 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, February 3rd 

FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT 
 1:00 p.m. Fold Bulletins 

Saturday, February 4th 

FIRST PRES PRIDE DAY – WEAR YOUR T-SHIRT 

Sunday, February 5th 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
 9:45 a.m. Chancel Choir Warm-ups 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – In-person & Livestream 
  Godly Play  
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – Coffee Fellowship 
  Nominating Committee Meeting 
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