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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

First Sunday in Lent 
February 26, 2023 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service 

 
GATHER 

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

The most important thing to remember is this:  To be ready at any moment to give up what you are  
for what you might become. 

  W.E.B. Dubois 

 Prelude 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Please fill out the red Friendship Pad in each pew. 
Newcomers please leave us your address and contact information! 

Then, pass the folder the length of the pew and back. 

 Song (singing together)  Come and Fill Our Hearts 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

We gather at the edge of a new season. 
We are seekers, watchers, travelers, wonderers. 

God calls us together. 
God’s steadfast love surrounds us. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Spirit of the desert, 
you drove Jesus to the edge of the world 
to find his truth and calling: 
scour our hearts and awaken our hunger 
that freed from empty clinging 
we might find ourselves in you, 
through Jesus Christ, the Lord of the wilderness. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 694 Great God of Every Blessing Aurelia 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy One, 
we bring you our happiness and our weariness, 
our disappointments, our hopes, and our needs. 
You are always faithful to us, 
even when we betray you. 
You claim us as your own, 
even when we deny you. 
We dismiss your realm of justice and joy, 
and spurn the bread of life you offer. 
We bring you everything and tip it out in front of you. 
Light up the things we need to see. 
Show us the doors we need to open 
and the paths we need to take. 
Be beside us as we go 
so that the work we do is your work 
and the roads are your roads, 
leading to your presence. 
Amen. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response of Praise (singing together) Let All Who Are Thirsty Come 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.) 
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* Response of Praise 379, verses 1 & 3 (singing together) We Shall Overcome 

 
 Words of Welcome 

 A Moment for Black History Month 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

2:15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 
it.16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden;17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall die.” 

3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You 
will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was 
with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship Bridge.  
They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  Matthew 4:1-11 

1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.2He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished.3The tempter came and 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.”4But he answered, “It is written, 
     ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
          but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 
     ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
          and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
     so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down 
and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came 
and waited on him. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon On the Way:  Distraction Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) from A Declaration of Faith (1977) 

We believe in one true and living God. 
We acknowledge one God alone, 
whose demands on us are absolute, 
whose help for us is sufficient. 
That One is the Lord, 
whom we worship, serve and adore. 
God makes himself known in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus’ involvement in the human condition is God’s involvement. 
His compassion for all kinds of people is God’s compassion. 
His demand for justice, truth, and faithfulness is God’s demand. 
His willingness to suffer rejection is God’s willingness. 
Jesus’ love for the very people who reject him is God’s love. 

Thanks be to God! 
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* Hymn O Jesus Who Traveled The Traveler 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God of the journey, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

O God, lead us from death to life from falsehood to truth. 
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. 
We ask it for your own name’s sake. 
Amen. 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem 

* Doxology 698 (singing together) Take, O Take Me As I am 

 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

Lord, receive the offerings of our lives: 
that every breath might be holy to you. 

(We stand quietly as the liturgist offers a prayer.) 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

 Minute for Mission – March Food Drive 

* Hymn 165 The Glory of These Forty Days Erhalt Uns, Herr 
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* Closing Responses 

We are not alone. We journey with Christ. 
Christ before me, Christ beside me, 
Christ behind me, Christ beneath me. 

As we walk 
Christ, be our way. 

As we learn 
Christ be our truth. 

As we grow 
Christ, be our life. 

* Benediction 

* Response (singing together)  God’s Eye Be Within Me 

God’s eye be within me, God’s foot be before me, 
God’s spirit be round me to shield and restore me. 

God’s freedom to choose me, God’s justice to fuse me, 
God’s purpose to liberate and transform and use me. 

 Postlude 

 
WORSHIP NOTES: 

The Prayer for Sunday Morning is adapted from Prayers for an Inclusive Church, by Steven Shakespeare. 

The Prayer of Confession is a reworked version of a prayer by Roddy Cowie, an Associate Member of the Iona 
Community who lives in Belfast. His original prayer appears in We Bring you Everything and Tip It Out in Front of 
You:  New Prayers from the Iona Community; Wild Goose Publications, 2017. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or 
to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please send an 
email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/

