
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
March 5, 2023 

TODAY 

8:30 a.m. EARLY SERVICE in the Sanctuary  

10:30 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP (in-person and livestream)  
Our in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. This worship 
service is being livestreamed to the internet, you may appear on our Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. 

FOR OUR 10:30 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION 
FIRST CALL - Online Worshippers. Let’s gather on Zoom at 10:00 a.m. for 10 to 15 
minutes to say good morning, meet each other, check in before the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service. (See details under Worship, Arts and Music News.) 
The link for worship will open around 10:20 a.m. This Sunday, March 5, is the 
Second Sunday in Lent. The liturgical color is purple. Pick up a copy of the bulletin 
so you can join in the liturgy at home. You can find this week’s materials on the 
website:  www.firstpreshc.org  

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, also called Holy Communion, is 
included this morning during worship. For those at home, you will need to have 
some bread and some wine or juice ready. Everyone who puts faith and trust in 
Jesus Christ is welcome to share communion. Communion is on the first Sunday 
of every month. 

WE WELCOME guest singer, Case Hope, tenor. (See his bio on page 3) 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the sanctuary. 
At 10:30 a.m.:  During the hymn after the Children’s Pageant:   
Children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up 
their children following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge will return to 
their seats to experience a full worship service with their family. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and return 
the bags to the ushers at the end of the service. 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Caroline in celebration of 
Martin’s birthday; and by Tracy in honor of Andy’s birthday. 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR/Coffee Fellowship 
following the 10:30 a.m. service in Lyle Buck Hall.  
Hosted by Discipleship & Caring Ministries. 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY:   
Liturgist:  Emmanuel (10:30) 
Ushers & Greeters:  Margot (8:30); Nancy (10:30) 
Tech Crew:  Barry, Tracy, Francois, Jonathan, Mark  

 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 5, 2023 
Please pray for:  Ruth, Ilene, Dave and Jane, Dylan, Bob, Betty, Andi and Family,  
Bob and Sarah Jo, Bob, Maria, Jerri, Dename and Family, Dan, Scot and his father 
and mother. 
And also for:  everyone living in Charlestown, Encore, Millers Grant, Riderwood 
and Vantage House; the people of Ukraine. 
Non-Resident Members:  Frank and Betty, Barb  
Friends & Family:  Humaira and Zafir’s friend, Armand; Genevieve’s father, Tom; 
Martin’s aunt, Marlys; Carolyn, Tony and Louise and their health care providers, 
Joseph and Leah, John and Rosanne, Chuck and family, Camden, Jan, Al, Paul, Jane,  
Aaron, Eyler, Matt, Bill, Mitzi, Adam. 
Upcoming Surgery:  Sarah, Andi  
Recovering from Surgery:  Andi, Pat  
Hospitalized:  Gulshan  
Care Center:  Margaret, Carol, Paul, Barbara, Lois, Beth 
Bereaved:  Shirley; Jeff & Adair & family, Jim, Emily & family 
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball;  
Leslie Vogel in Guatemala, www.PCUSA.org/leslie-vogel 

Please contact one of the Pastors:  Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,  
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.  

Friends & Family names are listed for 8 weeks. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
Harriet Tubman (born Araminta Ross; c. 1820 – March 10, 1913) was born into 
slavery in Dorchester County, Maryland, and remained a slave until about age 30, 
when, fearing she would be sold and moved farther south, she escaped to 
Philadelphia with the help of the Underground Railroad. She immediately 
returned to Maryland to rescue her family. She returned may times to bring slaves 
to the north. When the Fugitive Slave Law was passed in 1850, Harriet helped 
guide slaves to freedom in Canada. In all, she helped over 300 slaves escape. She 
travelled at night and under extreme secrecy, and she “never lost a passenger.” 
After the Civil War, she made her home in Auburn, New York, where she cared for 
her parents, and became active in the Women’s Suffrage movement. 

We also remember: 
March 7, 1965 is remembered in the US as Bloody Sunday. On a march from Selma 
to Montgomery, Alabama to present a petition for voting registration to the 
governor, the 600 marchers were met at a bridge by the state police. Using 
nightsticks, chains, dogs and electric cattle prods, the police beat the marchers so 
severely that the brutality received national attention. The violence and 
accompanying deaths compelled President Johnson to propose the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965.  

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, 
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for. This week we 
pray for Ireland, United Kingdom:  England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales. 
Pray for:  

 The healing of scars and memories that linger after times of colonization; 

 Overcoming barriers so that all might experience welcome as these 
countries become more genuinely multi-ethnic and multi- faith; 

 Dealing with the challenges of increasing secularism and the emergence 
of new ways of expressing religion and spirituality. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  https://www.oikoumene.org 

http://www.pcusa.org/jeff-and-christi-boyd
http://www.pcusa.org/jeff-and-christi-boyd
http://www.pcusa.org/jed-koball
http://www.pcusa.org/leslie-vogel
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 5, 2023 
(CONTINUED) 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2023 
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA. 

Racial Ethnic and Women’s Intercultural Ministries of the Presbyterian Church:  
Denise Anderson is the Director of this ministry area. The work of this area 
engages the Church in its mission to become more diverse and inclusive of racial, 
ethnic, cultural and language groups, and equips women for leadership in all 
ministries of the Church. 

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS 

WE WELCOME guest singer, Case Hope, tenor.  
Case Hope is an opera singer from Prince George’s County, MD. Hope began 
singing in choirs at church and school from a young age. Hope attended Duke 
Ellington School of the Arts where he began to seriously study the voice under 
Daphne Dunston Wharton and Samuel L.E Bonds. He later matriculated at George 
Mason University where he earned a Bachelor’s of Music in vocal performance. 
With Mason Opera, Hope performed as Marchande De Legumes in Mesdames De 
La Halle, Manuel in Dream Lovers, Basilio in Act Two of Le Nozze di Figaro and, 
most recently, Prince Charming in Pauline Viardot’s Cendrillon. He also performed 
with the University Singers and the University Chorale at George Mason and with 
the National Philharmonic Singers. Hope is currently employed as a staff singer at 
Christ Church Episcopal in Alexandria and often sings in the Maryland Lyric Opera 
Chorus, where he has performed Verdi’s Don Carlos and Macbeth and Mozart’s Le 
Nozze di Figaro. 

FIRST CALL - Online Worshippers. Pastor Morton and Pastor Sue invite you to 
come and meet up at First Call, our NEW weekly Zoom gathering for those 
worshipping online. Every Sunday morning, we’ll gather on Zoom at 10:00 a.m. for 
ten to fifteen minutes to say good morning, meet each other, check in before the 
10:30 a.m. worship service. Think of it as online gathering in the Upper Commons 
on the way to worship – say hi, leave a prayer request, and greet others who are 
coming to online worship. You do not need to have a special app in order to use 
the link. Just click on the link at 10:00 a.m. and you will be delivered to the online 
chat room. Turn your camera on and we’ll be able to see each other as we chat. 
Here's the Zoom link:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82346194172?pwd=NEx1c0VCcnlnME9zbGZNQjl3W
Gt0dz09 Meeting ID: 823 4619 4172 Passcode: peacebwyou 

COME SING IN CHOIR! COME RING BELLS! 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsals, no experience necessary. 
Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 Bell Choir Rehearsals, no experience necessary. 
Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., Choir Room (Room 210/213) 

Contact Matt in the Music Office (churchoffice@firstpreshc.org) for more 
information and/or to participate. Please bring a mask & be fully vaccinated to 
participate. 

REMEMBER!! Daylight Saving Time begins next Sunday morning 
March 12!Set your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday night or you’ll 
be attending a different worship service than you meant to attend!  
And if your smoke detectors use batteries, this is a good time to change 
them: “Change your clocks, change your batteries.” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82346194172?pwd=NEx1c0VCcnlnME9zbGZNQjl3WGt0dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82346194172?pwd=NEx1c0VCcnlnME9zbGZNQjl3WGt0dz09
mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org


Taizé Worship Service 
Sunday, March 26, 2023 

5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary 
Come one and all. 

What is a Taizé Service? 
See the WAM Tidings email  
sent on Thursday, March 2. 

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS 
Classes are held in person in the church building. Grab a cup of coffee at the Wake-

Up Station in the hallway outside the church office and join a class.  

All are welcome!  

THE BIBLE IN DEPTH facilitated by Doyle  
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. in the Parlor  
This lively conversational study is reading through the literature of the Old 
Testament. All are invited to jump right in!  

DEFINING YOUR SPIRITUAL IDENTITY 
led by Bruce  
Sundays through March 26, at 9:30 a.m. 
“God works through the ordinary:  people, objects, things we bump up against 
moment by moment. The question for us is:  Are we open to God’s presence in our 
lives?” These words are from a Lenten devotional book by Jill Duffield called Lent 
in Plain Sight. We used this book in Adult Education last year and we’ll draw upon 
it again this year to help us explore our personal faith and write our own spiritual 
autobiographies. Using a process developed by author Richard Gilbert in his book 
Building Your Own Theology, we’ll construct our written account of our spiritual 
autobiographies from our earliest memories to where we are now. Along the way, 
we’ll listen for God speaking to us through ordinary objects in our lives and in 
scripture, and use Christian meditation practices like Centering Prayer, the 
exercises of Loyola, Quaker listening, and silence itself to deepen our Lenten 
experience on the road with Jesus to Easter and the Resurrection. 

Week 2 – Oil in scripture and as part of our Lenten journey. 
Continue constructing and sharing our Spiritual Autobiographies. 

Week 3 – Coats in scripture and as part of our understanding of Christ’s message. 
Continue constructing and sharing our Spiritual Autobiographies. 

Week 4 – Cross as a defining symbol for all Christian traditions. Its meaning for us 
today. 
Continue constructing and sharing our Spiritual Autobiographies. 

Week 5 – Stones symbol for the defining moment of Easter. 
Final sharing of our greatest insights from working on our Spiritual 
Autobiographies. 

 

 



WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS WITH PASTOR SUE 
Signs and Wonders:  Six Miracles on the Lenten Path 
Wednesdays through March 29 
During Lent, the Morning and Evening Study Groups will explore Jesus’ mission of 
healing. We’ll study six miracle stories told in the Gospels. We’ll talk about their 
historical context (what did these miracles mean to the people who witnessed 
them?) and we’ll consider what they might mean to us today – we who live in a 
culture with considerably different world view, with a very different medical and 
psychological context. What are these stories telling us – about God, about faith, 
about Jesus, about salvation – and what do we do with miracle stories in general? 

We’ll be guided by Amy-Jill Levine’s book:  Signs and Wonders. It is available from 
Amazon, paperback and Kindle. 

If you’ve been considering digging into Christian faith a bit deeper this year – the 
Wednesday Study Groups invite you to join in. Everyone is welcome. If you have 
questions, speak with Pastor Sue. You must register in advance to receive the zoom 
link. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting. 

The Wednesday Morning Group meets in-person in the Parlor every Wednesday, 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

The Wednesday Evening Group meets via ZOOM at 7:00 – 8:15 p.m. You must 
register in advance to receive the link. After registering, you will receive an email 
confirmation containing the link for the meetings. 
Visit the church’s website for the Zoom links and for more information:  
https://firstpreshc.org/wednesday-study-groups/ 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for children, youth and adults of all ages takes place every 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. There’s a class for YOU!  

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS 
This year’s Vacation Bible School will be held from 9:00 a.m. 
until Noon, Monday, July 24 through Friday, July 28, 2023. 
Three year-olds through current fourth graders are invited 
to attend. The cost is $20/child (max $50/family) or free if a 
parent/guardian or grandparent is volunteering during the week.  
Questions? Email Virginia Callegary (churchoffice@firstpreshc.org). 

YOUTH GROUP 
5th through 12th graders are invited to gather on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 
month for Youth Group from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. We’ll provide dinner the 
2nd Wednesday of the month, you bring dinner the 4th Wednesday.  
We will provide dinner on Wednesday, March 8, 2023. 

 

 

https://firstpreshc.org/wednesday-study-groups/
mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org


OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

MARCH FELLOWSHIP/COFFEE HOURS on Sundays  
following the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service in Lyle Buck Hall 

 TODAY – Sunday, March 5, 2023, Discipleship & Caring Ministries hosting 

 Sunday, March 12, 2023, Ruth Circle hosting 

 Sunday, March 19, 2023, Coffee Hour will be held in Branch Hall so that 
Mission can prepare for the 2023 ChiliFest and Cornhole Tournament.  
Please come back at 1:00 p.m. for the fun! Be sure to get your tickets in 
advance. (Tickets must be purchased by March 14th) 
Purchase Chili Meal and Cornhole Tournament Tickets Here: 
https://bridges-to-housing-stability.networkforgood.com/events/50024-
chilifest-cornhole-tournament) 

 Sunday, March 26, 2023, host to be determined 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

BRIDGES TO HOUSING STABILITY’S 
2023 CHILIFEST & CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 
Sunday, March 19, 2023 
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045 

ChiliFest Highlights 
Chili Meals Provided by Absolutely Perfect Catering 
Friendly & Competitive Cornhole Tournament 
Great Auction Items | Door Prizes | 50/50 Raffle | Live Music 

Must order your Chili Meal in advance (dine in or carry out):  $25 each 
Cornhole is sold out! Thanks to Woody’s great Minute for Mission! 

There’s still time to order your chili! 
Tickets must be purchased by Wednesday, March 14th 

Purchase Chili Meal and Cornhole Tournament Tickets Here: 

https://bridges-to-housing-stability.networkforgood.com/events/50024-chilifest-
cornhole-tournament 

The traditional Gold and Silver Ladles will be awarded to the congregations  
selling the most chili tickets and making contributions to Bridges. 
When you place your order indicate “First Presbyterian Church of Howard County”, 
to be counted in the Spirit Awards for the top three congregations with the highest 
attendance.  

The Cornhole Tournament will also provide awards to the top winning teams. 

We’re looking for a few high-energy volunteers to join us at the event. 

Contact Pat Curran, email pcurran613@gmail.com  or text 443-695-0756 

For more information, contact:  
Joann Francavilla, Event Planner joann@bridges2hs.org  

All proceeds from the 12th Annual ChiliFest & Cornhole Tournament support 
Bridges to Housing Stability’s work to end homelessness through affordable 
housing in Howard County. 

 

https://bridges-to-housing-stability.networkforgood.com/events/50024-chilifest-cornhole-tournament
https://bridges-to-housing-stability.networkforgood.com/events/50024-chilifest-cornhole-tournament
https://bridges-to-housing-stability.networkforgood.com/events/50024-chilifest-cornhole-tournament
https://bridges-to-housing-stability.networkforgood.com/events/50024-chilifest-cornhole-tournament
https://bridges-to-housing-stability.networkforgood.com/events/50024-chilifest-cornhole-tournament
https://bridges-to-housing-stability.networkforgood.com/events/50024-chilifest-cornhole-tournament
mailto:pcurran613@gmail.com
mailto:joann@bridges2hs.org?subject=I%27d%20like%20to%20help%20with%20the%20ChiliFest%20event!


PC(USA) ADVOCACY UPDATE: IMMIGRATION 
PC(USA) is among 165 faith-based organizations that signed onto a Jan. 23 letter 
opposing actions that they fear will lead to a new asylum ban in the United States 
to address continued challenges at the Southwest border. The letter acknowledges 
that there are “real challenges at the U.S.-Mexico border” and that “the U.S. 
asylum system is in dire need of meaningful reform.” However, there must be “a 
moral and human-centered response,” instead of one that emphasizes punitive 
measures. (This piece uses text from the PCUSA website.) 

2ND ANNUAL FREE PLANT/SEED/GARDENING SUPPLY SWAP 
Youth, adults, home and apartment dwellers- 
Join our 2nd Annual Free Plant/Seed/Gardening Supply Swap  
on Saturday, April 29th, 9:00 a.m. - noon at the church. (Rain or shine.)  
Drop off is 5:00-7:00 p.m. on Friday, April 28th and 8:00-8:30 a.m. on April 29th.   
Howard County Master Gardeners will give talks to educate us on what we can do 
with our house, lawns and gardens to contribute to a healthy environment for 
ourselves and others and they will be available for questions!   
Special added attraction! There will be bird feeders including several hummingbird 
feeders at the supply giveaway. 
Please use this SignUpGenius to indicate your participation. (See longer article in 
Tidings for more information.) 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/plantswap 

PDA MISSION TRIP TO FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 
Sunday, April 30 thru Saturday, May 6, 2023 
We plan to go to Southwest Florida and assist with the long-term recovery from 
Hurricane Ian. We will be staying at the Buckingham Presbyterian Church in Fort 
Myers, Florida. 
They will be providing beds and showers for up to 20 attendees. 
The cost is $125 dollars plus transportation per person. That is $20 a night and $25 
for groceries. Plus dinners at restaurants on your own bill. 
The plan is to fly out on Sunday, April 30 and fly home on Saturday, May 6. 
Current flights are $323 round trip. More details to follow. 
Please let us know if you want to go as soon as possible. 
Questions? Contact: churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.interfaithimmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Final-Faith-Letter-Opposing-Proposed-Asylum-Ban_Jan2023.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/faith-based-groups-including-pcusa-sound-off-about-broken-asylum-system/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/plantswap#/
mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org


DEACONS PROJECTS 

MARCH FOOD DRIVE FOR HOWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Through the Howard Community College campus food pantry, named for  
Vivian C. “Millie” Bailey and William Harrison Bailey, the Fueling Dragons 
program is helping students who are experiencing food insecurity. Fueling 
Dragons is a series of programs designed to increase students’ knowledge about 
nutrition, support students in making healthy choices, and baking and pancake 
mixes provide access to healthier food options through meal kits, recipes, 
education, and workshops.  
First Presbyterian has a long-standing history of helping with food insufficiency 
locally and beyond. This year we are doing a targeted food drive in the month of 
March to help them keep their pantry stocked. There will be labeled bins in the 
Upper Commons and outside the kitchen door clearly labeled for March HCC 
Food Drive.  

Deacons will hold a “drive by drop off”  
on Saturday, March 18, 2023 from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 in the back parking lot, for your convenience. 

The last date to bring food to the church is Wednesday, March 29, 2023.   

Questions?  Contact churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

You can help by donating the most needed non-perishable items: 

 First ingredient whole grain cereals (prefer less than 6g sugar) 

 Shelf-stable low-fat dairy and non-dairy milk 

 100% whole wheat pastas 

 Brown or wild rice 

 Dried lentils and beans 

 Low- or no salt canned vegetables (under 140g sodium, under 4g sugar 

 Low- or no salt broths and soups (under 480g sodium, under 3g fat) 

 Canned tuna in water 

 Olive and vegetable oils 

 Canned fruit (low sugar less than 12g) 

 100% fruit juices, Vegetable juices 

 Seasonings/Spices 

 Soap 

 Shampoo/Conditioner 

 Toothpaste/Toothbrushes 

 Feminine hygiene products 

 Cleaning supplies – dish soap, laundry detergent, wipes 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS!!! – March – Breakfast 
Let’s help the hungry start the morning right with a good breakfast. Our special 
request for March is donations of cereal (including instant oatmeal), which is 
the most requested food item month after month in food pantries. There is a 
limit of one visit per family per month to the Howard County Food Bank, where 
the quantities given out must be strictly rationed to meet demand.  
Please leave your regular contribution – and “plus” items - in the “Just One Can” 
cart next to the Welcome Center in the Upper Commons or in the storage box by 
the back entrance (near the mailbox). Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the 
Food-Stressed of Howard County.  

 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org


LENTEN PRACTICES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL FOR ADULTS 
This year’s Lenten devotional for adults is called “Seeking:  Honest Questions for a 
Deeper Faith”. It invites you to engage in the spiritual practice of seeking—by 
asking questions, by staying curious, open, and nimble. As you journey through the 
weekly devotional the hope is that you will create a safe space to explore—to be 
drawn more deeply into the fullness of life, into the heart of God. 
Lent has already started so be sure to pick up a copy of your devotional now.  
If you are unable to make it to church, email Virginia Callegary 
(churchoffice@firstpreshc.org) or call the church office to request a devotional by 
mail or email. 

40 HOURS TOGETHER – LENTEN INITIATIVE FOR FAMILIES 

This year for families we are suggesting a Lenten initiative called “40 Hours 

Together” which is designed to help equip families to take on regular spiritual 

practices together. The goal is for families to spend 40 hours together throughout 

the Lenten season. Since the Holy Spirit meets us whenever and however, every 

moment is truly sacred. Folding laundry, brushing teeth, searching for a lost phone 

charger, all count as long as they are done together.  

Some materials have been emailed to families and others are available to pick up 

in the Upper Commons. The materials include things like lunchbox notes, table tent 

prayers, and suggested books to read together. If you didn’t receive an email last 

week contact Virginia Callegary (churchoffice@firstpreshc.org) to be added to the 

list. 

LENTEN CREATION CARE CALENDAR 2023 

Because the world can change a lot in 40 days. Lent is a time for prayer, fasting, 
and more intentional sharing. This year, our church is joining with many others in 
heeding the call to be stewards of God’s Creation throughout this season. May this 
calendar remind us to be more mindful of the ways that our daily habits impact 
both our common home and all those with whom we share it. On behalf of future 
generations and all living in poverty — those most harmed by our damaged climate 
— may we answer God’s call to be faithful stewards, speaking out for Creation 
care. CLICK HERE for the 2023 Lenten Creation Care Calendar. Sponsored by 
Interfaith Power & Light and Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake –OR- pick one 
up in the Upper Commons. 

 

 

 

mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ipc/pages/3086/attachments/original/1676047790/2023-MD-Creation-Care-Calendar-v4.pdf?1676047790


TAKE UP LENT.  

At First Church, we encourage each other to Take Up Lent. 
We challenge each other to stop giving things up and instead 
take something on. Take up something that will be a real 
challenge, something that will stretch you, that will 
encourage you in your journey with God. 
Make a commitment to incorporate into your daily life an activity, a practice or 
routine, a concern, a mindset—something that fulfills your call to till the world 
and keep it. Take up something that prompts you to glorify God and enjoy God 
forever. Take up something that will increase your awareness of God’s presence 
in the world. Take up something that will make a difference in the world, 
something that will help God’s new order on earth be realized. 

 Take up something Green - some activity of direct earth care. 

 Take up something Healthy - direct human body care. 

 Take us something Just - care for all the other humans on this planet. 

 Take up something Holy - tend to your relationship with your Creator. 

EASTER LILIES 
Help decorate the sanctuary for Easter.  
The cost is $20.00 per plant. 

CLICK HERE to order Easter Lilies on SignUpGenius  
or go to https://firstpreshc.org/easter-lilies/ 

The deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 26.  
Easter lilies can be picked up at the church after the last 
Easter morning worship service on Sunday, April 9  
– OR – leave your lily to be delivered by the Deacons. 

For more information or questions, contact:  
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES 

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK 
Actual Income as of March 1, 2023  $160,566.04 
Actual Expenses as of March 1, 2023  143,488.36 
Total  $17,077.68 

It takes an average of $2,432.72 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission of the church. 
The total surplus/deficit shown above is 7 days ahead/(behind). 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
We are passing the offering plates during worship again! Can’t make it to church? 
There are other ways you can make contributions and pledges. FIND OUT here, 
http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/ Thank you for all the ways you support the 
Church! 

PER CAPITA FOR 2023 is $40.00 
The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share of the expenses of the larger 
church – the Presbytery, the Synod and General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our 
congregation is required to pay this amount for each member of the church. Have 
you paid your per capita?! Thank you to those 59 people who have paid already!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4dacaf2ba0fcc52-easter1#/
https://firstpreshc.org/easter-lilies/
mailto:churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/
http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/


CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Howard County has adopted the 
Center for Disease Control’s guidelines for indoor mask use. The guidance is 
tethered to the CDC COVID-19 Community Level for Howard County and will 
change as conditions around us change. 

The current Covid-19 Community Level for Howard County appears in the Friday 
email and on the church’s website. Please refer to one of those places for the CDC 
guidance for face coverings in the church building and county. 

You can find the full CDC guidance for masks and face coverings on their website, 

here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-

face-coverings.html 

CHURCH STAFF 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, 
please send an email to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator  
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper  
Woody Collins, Church Sexton  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 
Columbia, MD 21045 

410.730.3545 
www.firstpreshc.org 

 

The Church Office is open from 10:00 a.m. –4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. The outside doors 
are locked during this time, please call the church office, 410-730-3545, when you arrive. Please 
contact the Church Administrator, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church 
building at other times. 
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the weekly issues of Tidings by Ministry 
Area. 
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email announcements to:  
churchoffice@firstpreshc.orgby Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  
To submit articles for Tidings, the church’s newsletter sent out weekly by Ministry Area, please 
send articles by email to:  churchoffice@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, March 16, 2023 for April 
2023 events. Then watch your inbox every week! 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule  
8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children and Adults 
10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Worship 

Nursery Care for ages 4 and under available 8:15 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 

FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live  
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc 

LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org 

CHURCH MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO CHURCH OFFICE 
MONDAY – FRIDAY, 10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.  

(THE OUTSIDE DOORS WILL BE LOCKED, PLEASE CALL UPON ARRIVAL FOR ENTRY.) 

Sunday, March 5th 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT | COMMUNION 
 8:30 a.m. Worship Service – In-person 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
 9:45 a.m. Chancel Choir Warm-ups 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – In-person & Livestream 
  Godly Play  
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – Coffee Fellowship 
  Nominating Committee Meeting 

Monday, March 6th 

 7:30 p.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting 

Tuesday, March 7th  

 1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Pastor-Parish-Personnel Meeting 
  Peacemaking Social Justice Meeting 
 7:30 p.m. Playback Theater 

Wednesday, March 8th 

BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 
 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study via Zoom 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 

Thursday, March 9th 

 9:00 a.m. ROMEOS Breakfast 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, March 10th 

FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT 
 1:00 p.m. Fold Bulletins 

Saturday, March 11th 

 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class Retreat 

Sunday, March 12th 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS 

 8:30 a.m. Worship Service – In-person 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
 9:45 a.m. Chancel Choir Warm-ups 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – In-person & Livestream 
  Godly Play & Worship Bridge 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – Coffee Fellowship 
  Nominating Committee Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Ruth Circle Meeting 
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